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The Food Assistance Program (FAP) [formerly known as the Food Stamp program] is 
established by the Food Stamp Act of 1977, as amended, 7 USC 2011 to 2036a and is 
implemented by the federal regulations contained in 7 CFR 273.  The Department 
(formerly known as the Family Independence Agency) administers FAP pursuant to 
MCL 400.10, the Social Welfare Act, MCL 400.1-.119b, and Mich Admin Code, R 
400.3001 to .3015. 
 
The asset in dispute is an annuity contract in Claimant’s wife’s name. The contract has 
a cash value of $  During this hearing Claimant testified that money can be 
withdrawn from the account but they would lose a lot because the withdrawal would be 
subject to early withdrawal penalties. 
 
Bridges Eligibility Manual (BEM) 400 Assets (2014) at page 8 states that an asset must 
be available to be countable. At this time, the $  cash value of the annuity 
contract is still available to Mrs. Micale. Therefore, Claimant’s Food Assistance Program 
group has assets of at least $  The Food Assistance Program asset limit is 
$        
 
The Administrative Law Judge, based upon the above Findings of Fact and Conclusions 
of Law, and for the reasons stated on the record, if any, finds that the Department acted 
in accordance with Department policy when it closed Claimant’s Food Assistance 
Program case beginning June 1, 2014 due to excess assets. 
 

DECISION AND ORDER 
 
Accordingly, the Department’s decision is AFFIRMED.  
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NOTICE OF APPEAL:  A party may appeal this Hearing Decision in the circuit court in 
the county in which he/she resides, or the circuit court in Ingham County, within 30 days 
of the receipt date. 
 
A party may request a rehearing or reconsideration of this Hearing Decision from the 
Michigan Administrative Hearing System (MAHS) within 30 days of the mailing date of 






