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5. On May 22, 2014, a Notice of Case Action was issued to Claimant stating effective 

July 1, 2014, her FAP monthly allotment would be reduced to $  due to the 
change in her income. 

6. On May 29, 2014, Claimant filed a request for hearing contesting the Department’s 
actions. 

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 
 

Department policies are contained in the Department of Human Services Bridges 
Administrative Manual (BAM), Department of Human Services Bridges Eligibility Manual 
(BEM), Department of Human Services Reference Tables Manual (RFT), and 
Department of Human Services Emergency Relief Manual (ERM).   
 
FAP 
 
The Food Assistance Program (FAP) [formerly known as the Food Stamp program] is 
established by the Food Stamp Act of 1977, as amended, 7 USC 2011 to 2036a and is 
implemented by the federal regulations contained in 7 CFR 273.  The Department 
(formerly known as the Family Independence Agency) administers FAP pursuant to 
MCL 400.10, the Social Welfare Act, MCL 400.1-.119b, and Mich Admin Code, R 
400.3001 to .3015. 
 
BEM 550, 554, and 556 address the FAP budget.  In calculating the FAP budget, the 
entire amount of earned and unearned countable income is budgeted.  Every case is 
allowed the standard deduction shown in RFT 255.  BEM 550.  The gross amount of the 
current Social Security Administration (SSA) issued Supplemental Security income 
(SSI) and Retirement Survivors and Disability Insurance (RSDI) benefits are counted as 
unearned income.  BEM 503.  For all FAP groups that received the mandatory heat and 
utility standard (h/u standard) on or before February 7, 2014, the h/u standard will 
remain in place for a period of five months after the month of their first redetermination 
or first reported case change occurring on or after May 1, 2014.  A shelter expense is 
allowed when the FAP group has a shelter expense or contributes to the shelter 
expense.  BEM 554.   
 
The Department submitted an SOLQ report documenting Claimant had been receiving 
RSDI based on her disability with a gross monthly benefit amount of $   Additionally, 
a SSA RSDI Notice of Award dated May 7, 2014 stated Claimant is also entitled to 
widow’s benefits beginning April 2014 of $  per month.  Accordingly, the Department 
re-calculated Claimant’s FAP budget with the new gross unearned monthly income of 
$  This resulted in the decrease in Claimant’s FAP monthly allotment to $  
 
Claimant testified she was more concerned about the MA benefits than the FAP 
benefits, and noted that her rent had increased.  However, Claimant testified that July 
2014 was the first month she paid the increased rent amount.  The Department 
confirmed the change in rent would be considered for the ongoing FAP benefits case. 
 










