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Eligibility for the State Emergency Relief (SER) program requires that the home is in 
livable condition and payment will guarantee safe, sanitary shelter both now and in the 
future.  The Department will not approve any home ownership services payments for 
homes that are not in a livable condition or cannot be brought to a livable condition 
within the remaining SER home repair limit.  Department of Human Services 
Emergency Relief Manual (BEM) 304 (October 1, 2013), p 4. 

On April 10, 2014, the Claimant applied for State Emergency Relief (SER) benefits 
requesting assistance with repairs to a furnace.  On April 17, 2014, the Department 
determined that Claimant’s home is not in livable condition and denied her State 
Emergency Relief (SER) application. 

The Department presented documentation from the City of Muskegon showing that the 
home does not meet current housing code requirements.  The Claimant failed to 
establish that the home has been approved for occupancy or that it will be in livable 
condition upon the repair of the furnace.  The Claimant has the burden of establishing 
eligibility to receive benefits, which in this case would require evidence showing that the 
home has been approved for occupancy. 

Based on the evidence and testimony available during the hearing, the Department has 
established that it was acting in accordance with policy when it denied the Claimant’s 
State Emergency Relief (SER) application. 

The Administrative Law Judge, based on the above Findings of Fact and Conclusions of 
Law, and for the reasons stated on the record, if any, finds that the Department acted in 
accordance with Department policy when it denied the Claimant’s State Emergency 
Relief (SER) application. 

DECISION AND ORDER 

Accordingly, the Department’s decision is AFFIRMED. 

 
 _______________________ 

 Kevin Scully 
 Administrative Law Judge 

 for Maura D. Corrigan, Director 
 Department of Human Services 

Date Signed:  June 18, 2014 
 
Date Mailed:  June 19, 2014 
 
NOTICE OF APPEAL:  The claimant may appeal the Decision and Order to Circuit 
Court within 30 days of the receipt of the Decision and Order or, if a timely Request for 
Rehearing or Reconsideration was made, within 30 days of the receipt date of the 
Decision and Order of Reconsideration or Rehearing Decision. 
 
Michigan Administrative Hearing System (MAHS) may order a rehearing or 
reconsideration on either its own motion or at the request of a party within 30 days of 
the mailing date of this Decision and Order.  MAHS will not order a rehearing or 






