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5. On March 24, 2014 the Department caseworker sent Claimant notice that she 
failed to comply with PATH related activities and that her case was scheduled to 
close effective May 1, 2014 for noncompliance. 

 
6. On April 2, 2014, the triage was conducted. The caseworker found that Claimant 

did not have good cause for not meeting her work requirement. 
 
7. On May 9, 2014, Claimant filed a request for a hearing to contest the negative 

action. 
 

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 
 

The regulations governing the hearing and appeal process for applicants and recipients 
of public assistance in Michigan are found in the Michigan Administrative Code, MAC R 
400.901-400.951.  An opportunity for a hearing shall be granted to an applicant who 
requests a hearing because his or her claim for assistance has been denied.  MAC R 
400.903(1).  Claimants have the right to contest a Department decision affecting 
eligibility or benefit levels whenever it is believed that the decision is incorrect.  The 
Department will provide an administrative hearing to review the decision and determine 
the appropriateness of that decision.  BAM 600. 
 
The Family Independence  Program (FIP) was established  pursuant to  the Personal 
Responsibility and Work Opportunity Reconciliation  Act of 1996, Public Law 104-193, 
8 USC 601, et seq.  The Department of Human Services (DHS or Department) 
administers the FIP program pursuant to MCL 400.10, et seq., and MAC R 400.3101-
3131.  The FIP program replaced the Aid to Dependent Children (ADC) program 
effective October 1, 1996.  Department policies are found in the Program Administrative 
Manual (PAM), the Program Eligibility Manual (PEM) and the Program Reference 
Manual (PRM).   

 
The Department of Human Services requires Claimants to participate in employment 
and self-sufficiency related activities and to accept employment when offered.  The 
focus is to assist Claimants in removing barriers so they can participate in those 
activities which lead to self-sufficiency.  However, there are consequences for a 
Claimant who refuses to participate without good cause.  Non-compliance may be an 
indicator of possible disabilities and the Department is considered further exploration of 
any barriers.  BEM, Item 233A.  As a compliance of eligibility Claimants must work or 
engage in employment and/or self-sufficiency related activities.  Non-compliance of 
applicants, recipients and member adds, means doing any of the following without good 
cause: 

 
In the instant case, the facts are not at issue. Claimant alleged that she was in a 

 and she could not attend the work related activities because 
she did not have adequate childcare. Claimant testified at the hearing that she called 
her caseworker and left voicemails and that she does have a  but she did 
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Accordingly, the Department's decision is AFFIRMED.    
 
The Department caseworker stated on the record that Claimant was supposed to 
receive Family Independence Program benefits for the month of May in the amount of 
$492. The Department is ORDERED to reinstate Claimant’s case for the month of May 
2014 and pay to Claimant any Family Independence Program benefits to which she is 
entitled. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Date Signed:  6/24/14 
 
Date Mailed:  6/26/14 
 

Landis Y. Lain
Administrative Law Judge

for Maura Corrigan, Director
Department of Human Services

 
NOTICE OF APPEAL:  A party may appeal this Hearing Decision in the circuit court in the 
county in which he/she resides, or the circuit court in Ingham County, within 30 days of the 
receipt date. 
 
A party may request a rehearing or reconsideration of this Hearing Decision from the Michigan 
Administrative Hearing System (MAHS) within 30 days of the mailing date of this Hearing 
Decision, or MAHS may order a rehearing or reconsideration on its own motion.   
 
MAHS may grant a party’s Request for Rehearing or Reconsideration when one of the following 
exists: 
 

 Newly discovered evidence that existed at the time of the original hearing that could 
affect the outcome of the original hearing decision; 

 Misapplication of manual policy or law in the hearing decision which led to a wrong 
conclusion; 

 Typographical, mathematical or other obvious error in the hearing decision that affects 
the rights of the Claimant; 

 Failure of the ALJ to address in the hearing decision relevant issues raised in the 
hearing request. 

 
The party requesting a rehearing or reconsideration must specify all reasons for the request.  
MAHS will not review any response to a request for rehearing/reconsideration.  A request must 
be received in MAHS within 30 days of the date this Hearing Decision is mailed. 






