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____ 
The Food Assistance Program (FAP) [formerly known as the Food Stamp program] is 
established by the Food Stamp Act of 1977, as amended, 7 USC 2011 to 2036a and is 
implemented by the federal regulations contained in 7 CFR 273.  The Department 
(formerly known as the Family Independence Agency) administers FAP pursuant to 
MCL 400.10, the Social Welfare Act, MCL 400.1-.119b, and Mich Admin Code, R 
400.3001 to .3015. 

Applicants or recipients of Food Assistance Program (FAP) must accept and maintain 
employment but there are consequences for clients who refuse to participate in Family 
Independence Program (FIP) self-sufficiency-related activities without good cause.  
Noncompliance without good cause, with employment requirements for Family 
Independence Program (FIP) may affect Food Assistance Program (FAP) if both 
programs were active on the date of the Family Independence Program (FIP) 
noncompliance.  Department of Human Services Bridges Eligibility Manual (BEM) 233B 
(July 1, 2013), p 1. 

The Department will disqualify a Food Assistance Program (FAP) group member for 
noncompliance when all the following exist: 

 The client was active both FIP/RCA and FAP on the date of the FIP/RCA 
noncompliance. 

 The client did not comply with FIP/RCA employment requirements. 

 The client is subject to a penalty on the FIP/RCA program. 

 The client is not deferred from FAP work requirements; see DEFERRALS in 
BEM 230B.  

 The client did not have good cause for the noncompliance.  BEM 233B, p 3. 

The Department applies policies associated with a Family Independence Program (FIP) 
related noncompliance and budgets the Last FIP grant amount into the Food Assistance 
Program (FAP) budget.  The Family Independence Program (FIP) grant is removed 
from the Food Assistance Program (FAP) budget at the end of the FIP penalty period.  
BEM 233B, p 3. 

A noncompliant person must serve a minimum one-month or six-month disqualification 
period unless one of the criteria for ending a disqualification early exists.  The 
disqualification period may be ended early if the disqualified person complies with work 
assignments for a cash program, or meets a deferral reason other than unemployment 
application.  BEM 233B 10-11. 

In this case, the Claimant was a Family Independence Program (FIP) and Food 
Assistance Program (FAP) recipient.  On April 14, 2014, the Department notified the 
Claimant that it would sanction her Family Independence Program (FIP) and Food 
Assistance Program (FAP) benefits for noncompliance with self-sufficiency-related 
activities without good cause.    A triage meeting was held on April 23, 2014, where the 








