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Eligibility Manual (BEM), and Department of Human Services Reference Tables Manual 
(RFT).   

Clients have the right to contest a department decision affecting eligibility or benefit 
levels whenever it is believed that the decision is incorrect.  The Department will provide 
an administrative hearing to review the decision and determine the appropriateness.  
The Michigan Administrative Hearing System (MAHS) may grant a hearing for any of 
the following: 

MAHS may grant a hearing about any of the following: 

 Denial of an application and/or supplemental payments. 

 Reduction in the amount of program benefits or service. 

 Suspension or termination of program benefits or service. 

 Restrictions under which benefits or services are provided. 

 Delay of any action beyond standards of promptness. 

 For FAP only, the current level of benefits or denial of expedited service.  
Department of Human Services Bridges Administrative Manual (BAM) 600 
(March 1, 2014), p 4. 

A request for hearing must be in writing and signed by the claimant, petitioner, or 
authorized representative.  Rule 400.904(1).  Moreover, the Department of Human 
Services Bridges Administrative Manual (BAM) 600 (March 1, 2014), p. 5, provides in 
relevant part as follows:   

The client or authorized hearing representative has 90 
calendar days from the date of the written notice of case 
action to request a hearing. The request must be received 
anywhere in DHS within the 90 days.  [Emphasis added.] 

The Claimant was an ongoing Food Assistance Program (FAP) when she notified the 
Department that she had given birth to a daughter on January 24, 2014.  The 
Department conceded that the Claimant’s Food Assistance Program (FAP) benefits 
were not determined using the proper benefit group composition. 

The Claimant testified that she dropped off verification of her leave of absence from 
employment on December 30, 2013. 

Based on the evidence and testimony available during the hearing, the Department’s 
Food Assistance Program (FAP) eligibility determination is reversed.  The Michigan 
Administrative Hearing System has jurisdiction over grievances submitted with 90 days 
of the Department’s notice of case action.  Therefore, the Department is ordered to 
redetermine the Claimant’s eligibility for Food Assistance Program (FAP) as of February 
1, 2014. 
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DECISION AND ORDER 

The Administrative Law Judge, based on the above Findings of Fact and Conclusions of 
Law, and for the reasons stated on the record, if any, finds that the Department did not 
act in accordance with Department policy when it determined the Claimant's eligibility 
for Food Assistance Program (FAP) benefits.  

Accordingly, the Department’s decision is REVERSED. 

THE DEPARTMENT IS ORDERED TO BEGIN DOING THE FOLLOWING, IN 
ACCORDANCE WITH DEPARTMENT POLICY AND CONSISTENT WITH THIS 
HEARING DECISION, WITHIN 10 DAYS OF THE DATE OF MAILING OF THIS 
DECISION AND ORDER: 

1. Allow the Claimant a ten-day period to provide verification of her household 
income from February 1, 2014, through April 30, 2014. 

2. Initiate a determination of the Claimant’s eligibility for Food Assistance Program 
(FAP) benefits as of February 1, 2014. 

3. Provide the Claimant with a Notice of Case Action (DHS-1605) describing the 
Department’s revised eligibility determination. 

4. Issue the Claimant any retroactive benefits she may be eligible to receive, if any. 

 
 
 
 

 _______________________ 
 Kevin Scully 

 Administrative Law Judge 
 for Maura D. Corrigan, Director 
 Department of Human Services 

 
Date Signed:  May 19, 2014 
 
Date Mailed:  May 19, 2014 
 
 






