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CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

 
The State Emergency Relief (SER) program is established by 2004 PA 344.  The SER 
program is administered pursuant to MCL 400.10, et seq., and by final administrative 
rules filed with the Secretary of State on October 28, 1993. MAC R 400.7001-400.7049. 
Department of Human Services (formerly known as the Family Independence Agency) 
policies are found in the Emergency Relief Manual (ERM).  
 
Claimant requested a hearing to dispute an SER application denial concerning rent 
arrearage. It was not disputed that DHS denied Claimant’s application because 
Claimant could not afford his ongoing rent. 
 
Housing affordability is a condition of eligibility for SER and applies to Relocation 
Services. ERM 207 (3/2013), p. 1. DHS is to authorize SER for services only if the SER 
group has sufficient income to meet ongoing housing expenses. Id. An SER group that 
cannot afford to pay their ongoing housing costs plus any utility obligations will not be 
able to retain their housing, even if SER is authorized. Id. DHS is to deny SER if the 
group does not have sufficient income to meet their total housing obligation. Id. The 
total housing obligation cannot exceed 75 percent of the group's total net countable 
income. Id. 
 
Claimant’s SER application (Exhibits 2-4) listed that Claimant received $309/month in 
income. Claimant testified that his rent was $575/month. Claimant’s housing obligation 
exceeded 75% of his total net countable income. Accordingly, DHS properly denied 
Claimant’s SER application. 
 
Claimant testified that he reported to DHS that he began employment shortly after DHS 
denied his SER application. Claimant contended that DHS should factor his recently 
starting income in his previously submitted application. Claimant’s contention is 
unpersuasive. DHS properly denied Claimant’s SER application based on the reported 
circumstances and information. Claimant’s proper method for obtaining an updated SER 
decision is to reapply for the program. 
 

DECISION AND ORDER 
 

The Administrative Law Judge, based upon the above findings of fact and conclusions 
of law, finds that DHS properly denied Claimant’s SER application dated . The 
actions taken by DHS are AFFIRMED. 
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