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CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 
 

Department policies are contained in the Department of Human Services Bridges 
Administrative Manual (BAM), Department of Human Services Bridges Eligibility Manual 
(BEM), Department of Human Services Reference Tables Manual (RFT), and 
Department of Human Services Emergency Relief Manual (ERM).   
 
The Medical Assistance (MA) program is established by the Title XIX of the Social 
Security Act, 42 USC 1396-1396w-5, and is implemented by 42 CFR 400.200 to 
1008.59.  The Department of Human Services (formerly known as the Family 
Independence Agency) administers the MA program pursuant to MCL 400.10 and MCL 
400.105.   
 
BEM 400 (2/1/14) details the asset limits for various benefit programs.  Countable 
assets cannot exceed the asset limit.  Id at 1. 
 
BEM 400 at page 1, “Assets mean cash, any other personal property and real property.”    
At page 8, “An asset must be available to be countable. Available means that someone 
in the asset group has the legal right to use or dispose of the asset.”  The asset limit for 
a group of one is $2,000.  Id at 7. 
 
Claimant is in a group of one.  At the time of her redetermination her assets were above 
the limits for her to be eligible for MA.  Since learning that her benefits were closed due 
to excess assets Claimant has liquidated the 401(k) and received more than $  in 
cash. 
 
The Administrative Law Judge, based on the above Findings of Fact and Conclusions of 
Law, and for the reasons stated on the record, if any, finds that the Department acted in 
accordance with Department policy when it denied Claimant’s application for FAP and 
MA. 
 

DECISION AND ORDER 
 
Accordingly, the Department’s decision is AFFIRMED.  
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