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CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 
 

Department policies are contained in the Department of Human Services Bridges 
Administrative Manual (BAM), Department of Human Services Bridges Eligibility Manual 
(BEM), Department of Human Services Reference Tables Manual (RFT), and 
Department of Human Services Emergency Relief Manual (ERM).   
 
The Family Independence Program (FIP) was established pursuant to the Personal 
Responsibility and Work Opportunity Reconciliation Act of 1996, PL 104-193, and 42 
USC 601 to 679c.  The Department (formerly known as the Family Independence 
Agency) administers FIP pursuant to MCL 400.10 and 400.57a and Mich Admin Code, 
R 400.3101 to .3131.   
 
The Claimant reached the 48 month maximum as of January 2014, and was therefore 
no longer eligible to receive benefits after that month. 
 

“The state time limit reflects the number of remaining months an individual 
may receive FIP in the state of Michigan. Michigan has a 48 month lifetime 
limit. This 48 month lifetime limit is more restrictive than the federal 60 
month lifetime limit. 
 
“Each month an individual receives FIP, regardless of the funding source 
(federal or state), the individual receives a count of one month. A family is 
ineligible for FIP when a mandatory group member in the program group 
reaches the 48 month state time limit.”  BEM 234, Page 4. (BPB 2013-
012) 

 
The Administrative Law Judge, based on the above Findings of Fact and Conclusions of 
Law, and for the reasons stated on the record, if any, finds that the Department acted in 
accordance with Department policy when it terminated Claimant’s FIP benefits. 

 
 

DECISION AND ORDER 
 
Accordingly, the Department’s decision is AFFIRMED. 
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