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5. On February 12, 2014, Claimant requested a hearing to challenge the 
Department’s decision to close her FIP (or cash) case. 

 
CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

 
Department policies are contained in the Department of Human Services Bridges 
Administrative Manual (BAM), Department of Human Services Bridges Eligibility Manual 
(BEM), Department of Human Services Reference Tables Manual (RFT), and 
Department of Human Services Emergency Relief Manual (ERM).   
 
The Family Independence Program (FIP) was established pursuant to the Personal 
Responsibility and Work Opportunity Reconciliation Act of 1996, PL 104-193, and 42 
USC 601 to 679c.  The Department (formerly known as the Family Independence 
Agency) administers FIP pursuant to MCL 400.10 and 400.57a and Mich Admin Code, 
R 400.3101 to .3131. 
 
For FIP purposes, dependent children are expected to attend school full-time, and 
graduate from high school or a high school equivalency program, in order to enhance 
their potential to obtain future employment leading to self-sufficiency. Dependent 
children ages 6 through 17 must attend school full-time. BEM 245, (7-1-2013) p 1. 
 
A dependent child age 6 through 15 must attend school full-time. If a dependent child 
age 6 through 15 is not attending school full-time, the entire FIP group is not eligible to 
receive FIP.  A dependent child age 16 or 17 who is not attending high school full-time 
is disqualified from the FIP group in Bridges. BEM 245, (7-1-2013) p 1. 
 
Clients who are able but refuse to provide necessary information or take a required 
action are subject to penalties. BAM 105, p 18. Clients must take actions within their 
ability to obtain verifications. BAM 130 and BEM 702 (1-1-2014). Verification means 
documentation or other evidence to establish the accuracy of the client's verbal or 
written statements. BAM 130. Verification is usually required upon application or 
redetermination and for a reported change affecting eligibility or benefit level.  BAM 130.  
 
Verifications are considered timely if received by the date they are due. BAM 130. For 
FIP, the department must allow a client 10 calendar days (or other time limit specified in 
policy) to provide the requested verification.  BAM 130. Should the client indicate a 
refusal to provide a verification or, conversely, if the time period given has elapsed and 
the client has not made a reasonable effort to provide it, the department may send the 
client a negative action notice.  BAM 130. 
 
The Department worker must tell the client what verification is required, how to obtain it, 
and the due date. BAM 130. The Department sometimes will utilize a verification 
checklist (VCL) or a DHS form telling clients what is needed to determine or 
redetermine eligibility. See Bridges Program Glossary (BPG) at page 47. To verify 
school enrollment and attendance, the Department uses a DHS-3380, Verification of 
Student Information. BEM 245, p 9. 
 








