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CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 
 

Department policies are contained in the Department of Human Services Bridges 
Administrative Manual (BAM), Department of Human Services Bridges Eligibility Manual 
(BEM), Department of Human Services Reference Tables Manual (RFT), and 
Department of Human Services Emergency Relief Manual (ERM).   
 
The Family Independence Program (FIP) was established pursuant to the Personal 
Responsibility and Work Opportunity Reconciliation Act of 1996, PL 104-193, and 42 
USC 601 to 679c.  The Department (formerly known as the Family Independence 
Agency) administers FIP pursuant to MCL 400.10 and 400.57a and Mich Admin Code, 
R 400.3101 to .3131.   
 
Additionally, regulations governing the hearing and appeal process for applicants and 
recipients of public assistance in Michigan are found in Mich Admin Code, R 400.901 
through R 400.951.  Rule 400.903(1) provides as follows: 
 
An opportunity for a hearing shall be granted to an applicant who requests a hearing 
because [a] claim for assistance is denied or is not acted upon with reasonable 
promptness, and to any recipient who is aggrieved by a Department action resulting in 
suspension, reduction, discontinuance, or termination of assistance. 
 
The Department had not suspended, reduced, discontinued or terminated and benefits 
at issue in this case at any time relevant, there has not been a negative action for which 
Claimant is entitled to a hearing.  Rule 400.903(1).  Accordingly, the Administrative Law 
Judge does not have jurisdiction (authority) to hear this case.   
 
The Administrative Law Judge, based on the above Findings of Fact and Conclusions of 
Law, and for the reasons stated on the record, if any, finds that this case must be 
DISMISSED for lack of jurisdiction. 
 

DECISION AND ORDER 
 
Accordingly, Claimant’s hearing request is DISMISSED for lack of jurisdiction 
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