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CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 
 

Department policies are contained in the Department of Human Services Bridges 
Administrative Manual (BAM), Department of Human Services Bridges Eligibility Manual 
(BEM), Department of Human Services Reference Tables Manual (RFT), and 
Department of Human Services Emergency Relief Manual (ERM).   
 
The Food Assistance Program (FAP) [formerly known as the Food Stamp program] is 
established by the Food Stamp Act of 1977, as amended, 7 USC 2011 to 2036a and is 
implemented by the federal regulations contained in 7 CFR 271.1 to 285.5.  The 
Department (formerly known as the Family Independence Agency) administers FAP 
pursuant to MCL 400.10 and Mich Admin Code, R 400.3001 to .3015. 
 
Additionally, the Department’s computer system known as “Bridges” uses certain 
expenses to determine net income for FAP eligibility and benefit levels. BEM 554.  For 
groups with no senior/disabled/disabled veteran (SDV) member, Bridges uses the 
following: (1) dependent care expense; (2) excess shelter up to the maximum in RFT 
255; (3) court ordered child support and arrearages paid to non-household members. 
BEM 554. For groups with one or more SDV member, Bridges uses the following; see 
BEM 550: (1) dependent care expense; (2) excess shelter (3) court ordered child 
support and arrearages paid to non-household members; and (4) medical expenses for 
the SDV member(s) that exceed $  BEM 554. 
 
The Department shall complete either a manually-calculated or Bridges budget to 
document expenses every time an expense change is reported. BEM 554. The 
Department must verify the responsibility to pay and the amount of certain expenses. 
BEM 554. The Department must document verification in the case record. BEM 554. 
The Department shall not budget expenses that require verification until the verification 
is provided. BEM 554. The Department must determine eligibility and the benefit level 
without an expense requiring verification if it cannot be verified. BEM 554. The 
Department treats subsequently provided verification from an eligible FAP group as a 
change. A supplement for lost benefits is issued only if the expense could not be 
verified within 30 days of the application and the local office was at fault. BEM 554. 
 
BEM 550 describes income budgeting policy. When the Department budgets the 
amount of FAP for a group, it first determines whether there is a senior1, disabled 
person2 or a veteran member of that group. BEM 550. A non-categorically eligible 
Senior/Disabled/Veteran (SDV) FAP group3 must have income below the net income 
                                                 
1 A “senior” is a person at least 60 years old. BEM 550 p 1. 
2 A “disabled” person who receives one of the following: (1) a federal, state or local public disability 
retirement pension and the disability is considered permanent under the Social Security Act; (2) medicaid 
program which requires a disability determination by 
MRT or Social Security Administration; (3) Railroad Retirement and is eligible for Medicare or meets 
the Social Security disability criteria (4) a person who receives or has been certified and awaiting their 
initial payment for one of the following: (a) Social Security disability or blindness benefits; (b) 
Supplemental Security Income (SSI), based on disability or blindness, even if based on presumptive 
eligibility. 
3 An SDV FAP group is one which has an SDV member. BEM 550 p 1. 








