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CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 
 

Department policies are contained in the Department of Human Services Bridges 
Administrative Manual (BAM), Department of Human Services Bridges Eligibility Manual 
(BEM), Department of Human Services Reference Tables Manual (RFT), and 
Department of Human Services Emergency Relief Manual (ERM).   
 
 
The Medical Assistance (MA) program is established by the Title XIX of the Social 
Security Act, 42 USC 1396-1396w-5, and is implemented by 42 CFR 400.200 to 
1008.59.  The Department of Human Services (formerly known as the Family 
Independence Agency) administers the MA program pursuant to MCL 400.10 and MCL 
400.105.   
 
Additionally, BEM 546 pp 1-2 provides that Claimant’s patient pay amount is determined 
after subtracting allowances permitted under BEM 546.  Here, the applicable 
allowances are Claimant’s health insurance premiums of $120.90 and the patient 
allowance of $60 (see BEM 546, p 9).   
 
BEM 546 p 3 provides that a patient in a long term care facility may reduce the patient 
pay amount to pay for home maintenance for up to six month, but only when the patient 
is likely to return home within six months and when a physician has certified that the 
patient is likely to return home within six months from the admission date.  Here, there is 
no such certification, nor is there any allegation that Claimant could return home. 
 
The Administrative Law Judge, based on the above Findings of Fact and Conclusions of 
Law, and for the reasons stated on the record, if any, finds that the Department acted in 
accordance with Department policy when it calculate the Patient Pay Amount. 
 

DECISION AND ORDER 
 
Accordingly, the Department’s decision is AFFIRMED.  
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