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The best available information regarding the value of the properties in the record is the 
tax assessment.  Claimant did not present an appraisal report or any comparable sales 
reports.  Nothing in the record suggest that a tax assessment of true cash value 
represents the value of the property less repairs, or, put another, the home in perfect 
condition.  The home was taxed as residential property and presumed habitable 
because it was never condemned or found otherwise.  The Administrative Law Judge is 
not a real estate appraiser and is not qualified to assess real estate value based on the 
information presented during the hearing, including pictures of the property and repair 
estimates.  Any finding of fact regarding the property’s value would be speculative, and 
the ALJ lacks equitable powers.   
 
The Administrative Law Judge, based on the above Findings of Fact and Conclusions of 
Law, and for the reasons stated on the record, if any, finds that the Department acted in 
accordance with Department policy when it subject Claimant to a divestment period.   
 

DECISION AND ORDER 
 
Accordingly, the Department’s decision is AFFIRMED.  
  

 
 

__________________________ 
Michael S. Newell 

Administrative Law Judge 
for Maura Corrigan, Director 

Department of Human Services 
Date Signed:  March 27, 2014 
 
Date Mailed:   March 27, 2014 
 
NOTICE OF APPEAL:  The claimant may appeal the Decision and Order to Circuit 
Court within 30 days of the receipt of the Decision and Order or, if a timely Request for 
Rehearing or Reconsideration was made, within 30 days of the receipt date of the 
Decision and Order of Reconsideration or Rehearing Decision. 
 
Michigan Administrative Hearing System (MAHS) may order a rehearing or 
reconsideration on either its own motion or at the request of a party within 30 days of 
the mailing date of this Decision and Order.  MAHS will not order a rehearing or 
reconsideration on the Department's motion where the final decision cannot be 
implemented within 90 days of the filing of the original request (60 days for FAP cases). 
 
A Request for Rehearing or Reconsideration may be granted when one of the following 
exists: 
 

 Newly discovered evidence that existed at the time of the original hearing that 
could affect the outcome of the original hearing decision; 






