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CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 
 

Department policies are contained in the Department of Human Services Bridges 
Administrative Manual (BAM), Department of Human Services Bridges Eligibility Manual 
(BEM), Department of Human Services Reference Tables Manual (RFT), and 
Department of Human Services Emergency Relief Manual (ERM).   
 
The Medical Assistance (MA) program is established by the Title XIX of the Social 
Security Act, 42 USC 1396-1396w-5, and is implemented by 42 CFR 400.200 to 
1008.59.  The Department of Human Services (formerly known as the Family 
Independence Agency) administers the MA program pursuant to MCL 400.10 and MCL 
400.105.   
 
When the Department calculates eligibility for medical assistance it takes into account, 
among many other factors, the earned and unearned income the Claimant receives.   
 
It is not within the scope of the Administrative Law Judge’s authority to create new 
guidelines, eligibility criteria, or deductibles that the Department is to use.  The issues 
that can be decided are whether the Department followed policy with respect to each 
program, based upon the existing rules, laws, policies, etc.  Claimant’s agent believed, 
at the time she requested a hearing, that the deductible should be based upon the net 
amount but she now understands it is based upon the gross amount. 
 
The Claimant’s agent did not dispute the amounts used by the Department in the 
budget.  Her issue is with the determination that she must pay a deductible of $  
each month toward medical expenses when, after paying taxes and premiums, she is 
only left with $  each month. The issue before this Administrative Law Judge is 
not whether she can afford the deductible; it is to adjudicate whether the deductible was 
properly calculated beginning January 1, 2014.  There is no evidence that the 
Department erred in its calculation of Claimant’s MA deductible after taking into account 
her monthly income and expenses.   
 
The Administrative Law Judge, based on the above Findings of Fact and Conclusions of 
Law, and for the reasons stated on the record, if any, finds that the Department acted in 
accordance with Department policy when it calculated Claimant’s MA deductible. 

 
DECISION AND ORDER 

 
Accordingly, the Department’s decision is AFFIRMED.  
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