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Claimant testified that she lived with her three minor children and that DHS improperly 
reduced her FAP benefits. Claimant’s testimony implied that DHS wrongly excluded a 
minor child from a benefit determination.  
 
Claimant’s testimony was erratic, but ultimately, Claimant conceded that her 17-year-old 
son left her household shortly after the son stopped participating in “cyber school” in 
5/2013. Claimant’s testimony suggested that her 17 year old son left her household no 
later than 8/2013. Based on the presented evidence, Claimant appears to dispute a 
DHS determination from earlier than 8/2013. 
  
The client or authorized hearing representative has 90 calendar days from the date of 
the written notice of case action to request a hearing. BAM 600 (7/2013), p. 5. The 
request must be received anywhere in DHS within the 90 days. Id. 
 
Claimant’s multiple hearing request verified a submission date of 1/17/14. Thus, it can 
be concluded that Claimant is barred from disputing any FAP benefit determinations 
from 9/2013 and earlier. Accordingly, Claimant’s hearing request was untimely to 
dispute FAP eligibility. The analysis will continue to address Claimant’s FIP benefit 
dispute. 
 
DHS presented a Notice of Case Action (Exhibits 7-8) verifying that Claimant’s FIP 
application was denied due to a Claimant failure to verify school enrollment for her 17- 
year-old son. It was not disputed that DHS mailed Claimant a VCL requesting school 
attendance verification of her 17 year old.  
 
DHS is to verify school enrollment and attendance at application and redetermination 
beginning with age 7. BEM 245 (7/2013), p. 8. A dependent child age 16 or 17 who is 
not attending high school full-time is disqualified from the FIP group in Bridges. Id., p 1.  
 
The above-cited policy confirms that DHS must verify school attendance of 17 year old 
children of FIP applicants. The above-cited policy also verified that an alleged client 
failure to verify school enrollment should not result in an application denial. The proper 
remedy is to disqualify the student rather than to deny the application. It is found that 
DHS erred in denying Claimant’s FIP application. Despite this finding, the analysis must 
also address whether DHS also failed in their procedural obligations. 
 
DHS is to allow the client 10 calendar days (or other time limit specified in policy) to 
provide the requested verification. BAM 130 (7/2013), p. 6. DHS is to send a negative 
action notice when: 

 the client indicates refusal to provide a verification; or 
 the time period given has elapsed and the client has not made a reasonable 

effort to provide it. 
Id. 

 
It was not disputed that DHS extended Claimant’s VCL due date. In many 
circumstances, an applicant’s failure to submit verification by the 18th day following a 
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(1) reinstate Claimant’s FIP application dated ; 
(2) process Claimant’s FIP application subject to the finding that Claimant made 

reasonable efforts in verifying her son’s school attendance; and 
(3) initiate supplement of any benefits improperly not issued. 

 
The actions taken by DHS are REVERSED. 
 
 

__________________________ 
Christian Gardocki 

Administrative Law Judge 
for Maura Corrigan, Director 

Department of Human Services 
Date Signed: 3/31/2014 
 
Date Mailed: 3/31/2014 
 
NOTICE OF APPEAL: The claimant may appeal the Decision and Order to Circuit Court within 30 days of 
the receipt of the Decision and Order or, if a timely Request for Rehearing or Reconsideration was made, 
within 30 days of the receipt date of the Decision and Order of Reconsideration or Rehearing Decision. 
 
Michigan Administrative Hearing System (MAHS) may order a rehearing or reconsideration on either its 
own motion or at the request of a party within 30 days of the mailing date of this Decision and Order. 
MAHS will not order a rehearing or reconsideration on the Department's motion where the final decision 
cannot be implemented within 90 days of the filing of the original request (60 days for FAP cases). 
 
A Request for Rehearing or Reconsideration may be granted when one of the following exists: 
 

 Newly discovered evidence that existed at the time of the original hearing that could affect the 
outcome of the original hearing decision; 

 Misapplication of manual policy or law in the hearing decision which led to a wrong conclusion; 
 Typographical, mathematical or other obvious error in the hearing decision that affects the rights 

of the client; 
 Failure of the ALJ to address in the hearing decision relevant issues raised in the hearing 

request. 
 
The Department, AHR or the claimant must specify all reasons for the request. MAHS will not review any 
response to a request for rehearing/reconsideration. A request must be received in MAHS within 30 days 
of the date the hearing decision is mailed. 
 
The written request must be faxed to (517) 335-6088 and be labeled as follows:  
 

Attention: MAHS Rehearing/Reconsideration Request 
 
If submitted by mail, the written request must be addressed as follows: 
 

Michigan Administrative Hearings 
Reconsideration/Rehearing Request 

P.O. Box 30639 
Lansing, Michigan 48909-07322 

 
CG/hw 






