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(BEM), Department of Human Services Reference Tables Manual (RFT), and 
Department of Human Services Emergency Relief Manual (ERM).   
 
The State Disability Assistance (SDA) program is established by the Social Welfare Act, 
MCL 400.1-.119b.  The Department of Human Services (formerly known as the Family 
Independence Agency) administers the SDA program pursuant to MCL 400.10 and 
Mich Admin Code, R 400.3151-.3180.   
 
SDA is a cash program for individuals who are not eligible for FIP and are disabled or 
the caretaker of a disabled person. An SDA eligibility determination group (EDG) 
consists of either a single adult or adult and spouse living together.  The eligibility 
determination group (EDG) means those adults living together whose information is 
needed to determine SDA Eligibility. Only an adult individual and his or her spouse who 
live together are included in an SDA EDG.  BEM 214 (1-1-2010) p. 1. 
 
The certified group must be in financial need to receive benefits. Need is determined to 
exist when budgetable income is less than the payment standard established by the 
department. The payment standard is the maximum benefit amount that can be 
received by the certified group. Income is subtracted from the payment standard to 
determine the grant amount; see BEM 518.  BEM 515 (12-1-2011) p. 1. 
 
For all applications filed on or after October 1, 2011, the SDA monthly assistance 
payment standard is $  for an individual.  RFT 225 (10/1/2011) p. 1. 
 
In this case, the Claimant asserts her 13 year old daughter should be included in the 
SDA group and the benefit amount should be more than $    
 
The Department confirmed Claimant previously received cash assistance through the 
Family Independence Program (FIP), which would have included Claimant’s child in the 
household composition and affected the monthly benefit amount.  However, the Medical 
Contact Worker and Eligibility Specialist credibly testified Claimant has exceeded the 
time limits for the FIP program.  Accordingly, Claimant is no longer eligible for FIP.   
(See BEM 234)  Therefore, Claimant’s eligibility was considered for SDA.  SDA is 
different cash assistance program with separate eligibility requirements, policies and 
benefit amounts.   
 
This ALJ understands that Claimant previously received a cash assistance benefit that 
included her daughter in the eligibility group and likely had a higher monthly benefit 
amount for the group; specifically cash assistance benefits though the FIP program.  
However, Claimant is no longer eligible for FIP due to exceeding the maximum time 
limits for receiving cash assistance through that program.  Because Claimant is no 
longer eligible for FIP and was found disabled pursuant to the November 13, 2013 
Hearing Decision, the Department properly considered Claimant’s eligibility for the SDA 
program.  Under the BEM 214 policy, Claimant’s 13 year old daughter cannot be 
included in the SDA eligibility determination group. This policy only allows for either a 
single adult or adult and spouse living together to be included in the SDA eligibility 
determination group.  There was no evidence Claimant has a spouse living with her.  
Therefore, the Department properly determined Claimant’s group size was one for the 
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SDA program.  Further, the evidence establishes that Claimant is receiving $200, the 
maximum allowable SDA benefit amount for an individual for an SDA application filed 
after October 1, 2011, pursuant to the BEM 515 and RFT 225 policy.   
 
The Administrative Law Judge, based on the above Findings of Fact and Conclusions of 
Law, and for the reasons stated on the record, if any, finds that the Department acted in 
accordance with Department policy when it determined the group size and benefit 
amount for Claimant’s SDA case. 
 

DECISION AND ORDER 
 
Accordingly, the Department’s decision is AFFIRMED.  
 
 

__________________________ 
Colleen Lack 

Administrative Law Judge 
for Maura Corrigan, Director 

Department of Human Services 
Date Signed:  April 16, 2014 
 
Date Mailed:   April 16, 2014 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 






