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3. On , the undersigned administrative law judge ordered DHS to process 
Claimant’s MA eligibility subject to the finding that Claimant was asset-eligible 
since 9/2012 (see Exhibits 2-4). 

4. DHS failed to comply with the administrative decision order. 

5. On , DHS mailed a Verification Checklist (Exhibit 1) requesting proof of 
Claimant’s inheritance.  

6. On , DHS denied Claimant’s MA application for the reason that Claimant 
failed to comply with a verification request. 

7. On , Claimant’s AHR requested a hearing to dispute the MA application 
denial. 

 
CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

 
The Medical Assistance (MA) program is established by the Title XIX of the Social 
Security Act, 42 USC 1396-1396w-5, and is implemented by 42 CFR 400.200 to 
1008.59. The Department of Human Services (formerly known as the Family 
Independence Agency) administers the MA program pursuant to MCL 400.10 and MCL 
400.105. Department policies are contained in the Department of Human Services 
Bridges Administrative Manual (BAM) and Department of Human Services Bridges 
Eligibility Manual (BEM) and Department of Human Services Reference Tables Manual 
(RFT). 
 
Claimant’s AHR requested a hearing to dispute a denial of MA benefits. It was not 
disputed that the reason for denial was Claimant’s failure to verify an inheritance. 
 
Assets must be considered in determining eligibility for FIP, SDA, RCA, LIF, G2U, G2C, 
SSI-related MA categories, AMP and FAP. BEM 400 (7/2013), p. 1 DHS is to verify the 
value of countable assets at application, redetermination and when a change is 
reported. Id., p. 55. 
 
The above policy authorizes DHS to make requests which potentially affect a client’s 
eligibility; the authority is not unlimited. In the present case, DHS requested verification 
of an inheritance received by Claimant. The request was based on Claimant’s 
application disclosure that he received an inheritance in the five year period before 
applying for MA benefits. DHS contended that verifying Claimant’s inheritance is 
required to determine Claimant’s asset eligibility.  
 
For clients seeking payment of long-term care and/or home health services and/or 
home help services, divestment may be a factor (see BEM 405). For such cases, DHS 
has some authority to request verification of assets in the five years prior to applying for 
benefits. Divestment is not a factor in the present case. 
 








