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CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 
 

Department policies are contained in the Department of Human Services Bridges 
Administrative Manual (BAM), Department of Human Services Bridges Eligibility Manual 
(BEM), Department of Human Services Reference Tables Manual (RFT), and 
Department of Human Services Emergency Relief Manual (ERM).   
 
The Family Independence Program (FIP) was established pursuant to the Personal 
Responsibility and Work Opportunity Reconciliation Act of 1996, PL 104-193, and 42 
USC 601 to 679c.  The Department (formerly known as the Family Independence 
Agency) administers FIP pursuant to MCL 400.10 and 400.57a and Mich Admin Code, 
R 400.3101 to .3131.   
 
Additionally, in most circumstances, in order to be eligible for FIP, a client must 
establish that there is a dependent child living with her.  BEM 210 (July 2013), pp. 1, 5.  
A dependent child is an unemancipated child who lives with a caretaker and is either (i) 
under age 18 or (ii) age 18 and a full-time high school student.  BEM 210 (July 2013).   
 
At the hearing, Claimant verified that her child turned 18 years old in October 2013 and 
that he had graduated from high school in June 2013.  Under these facts, Claimant did 
not have a dependent child in the home and was not eligible for FIP benefits.  
Therefore, the Department acted in accordance with Department policy when it closed 
Claimant’s FIP case effective October 31, 2013.   
 
Claimant also expressed concerns at the hearing about the Department’s failure to 
process two State Disability Assistance (SDA) applications she had filed, the first on the 
same date she filed her November 7, 2013, request for hearing.  Because Claimant’s 
November 7, 2013, request for hearing concerned her FIP case closure, Claimant was 
advised to request a separate hearing specifically concerning her SDA applications.   
 
The Administrative Law Judge, based on the above Findings of Fact and Conclusions of 
Law, and for the reasons stated on the record, if any, finds that the Department acted in 
accordance with Department policy when it closed Claimant’s FIP case. 

 
DECISION AND ORDER 

 
Accordingly, the Department’s decision is AFFIRMED.  
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