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The State Emergency Relief (S ER) program is established by  the Soc ial Welfare Act , 
MCL 400.1-.119b.  The SER pr ogram is administered by the Department (formerl y 
known as the Family  I ndependence Agency) pursuant to  MCL 400.10 and by Mich 
Admin Code, R 400.7001 through R 400.7049.   
 
Additionally, the Department did not meet its burden of proving that it acted in 
accordance with policy when it  issued the decis ion.  It appears that the Department  
coded the closure inc orrectly.  The Department  did not take the position at the hearing 
that the case was denied because a family member was no longer in the home.   
 
The Worker testified at the hearing that the claim was  denied b ecause Claimant was a 
“fugitive felon.”  This reason was  not stated  on the Notice of Cas e Action.  BAM 811 p 
17 provides that that for closure due to fugiti ve felon match. “The Notice will inform the 
client that they have a criminal justice qualification sh owing, and to go to a local law 
enforcement agency to resolve the issue.”  The Department did not comply with BAM 
811.  The Department’s failure t o comply with BAM 811 deprived Cla imant’s mother the 
opportunity to address the matter with a local law enforcement agency and deprived the 
Administrative Law Judge with an opportunity of meaningful review.  Accordingly, I find 
that the Department did not comply with policy.   
 
The Administrative Law Judge, based on the above Findings of Fact and Conclusions of 
Law, and for the reasons stated on the record, if any, finds that the Department failed to 
satisfy its burden of showing t hat it acted in accordanc e with Department policy when it 
denied Claimant’s FAP application. 
 

DECISION AND ORDER 
 
Accordingly, the Department’s decision is REVERSED. 
 
     THE DEPARTMENT IS ORDERED TO BEGIN DOING THE FOLLOWING, IN 

ACCORDANCE WIT H DE PARTMENT P OLICY AND CONSIS TENT WIT H THIS  
HEARING DECISION, WITHIN  10 DAYS OF THE DATE OF MAILING OF THIS 
DECISION AND ORDER: 

 
1.  Reinstate the application and redetermine eligibility.     

 
 

__________________________ 
Michael S. Newell 

Administrative Law Judge 
for Maura Corrigan, Director 

Department of Human Services 
Date Signed:  February 27, 2014 
 
Date Mailed:   February 27, 2014 
 






