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CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 
 

Department policies are contained in the Department of Human Service s Bridges  
Administrative Manual (BAM), Department of Human Services Bridges Eligibility Manual 
(BEM), D epartment of Human Servic es Reference Tables Manual (RFT), and 
Department of Human Services Emergency Relief Manual (ERM).   
 
Direct Support Services (DSS) is establis hed by the Social Welfare Act, MCL 400.1-
.119b.  The program is  administered by the Departm ent pursuant to MCL 400.10 and 
400.57a and Mich Admin Code R 400.3603. 
 
Additionally, BEM 232, p 16 states in that the Department may: 

Authorize up to $2,000 to pur chase, not lease, a vehicle to be used as a 
participant’s primary means  of transportati on for work or employment-
related activities. For FIP recipient s, refer to Clients Served by PAT H 
earlier in this item. Vehicle purchase is limited to once in a client’s  lifetime. 
Prior approval through Bridges is required for this service. 

Here, Claimant acknowledges that the Department had prev iously ass isted her with a 
vehicle purchase in 2011.  Therefore, the Department acted in accordance with policy. 

Claimant also argued that she reasonably relied on st atements for the Department that  
she was or would be approved.  The Administ rative Law Judge does not have equitable 
powers and is limited to det ermining whether the Departm ent followed polic y when it  
issued the decision at issue. Thus, this issue is not addressed. The Department acted in 
accordance with policy.   

The Administrative Law Judge, based on the above Findings of Fact and Conclusions of 
Law, and for the reasons stated on the record, if any, finds that the Department acted in 
accordance with Department policy when it denied Claimant’s DSS application. 
 

DECISION AND ORDER 
 
Accordingly, the Department’s decision is  AFFIRMED.  

 
__________________________ 

Michael S. Newell 
Administrative Law Judge 

for Maura Corrigan, Director 
Department of Human Services 

Date Signed:  February 28, 2014 
 
Date Mailed:   February 28, 2014 
 
NOTICE OF APPEAL:  The c laimant may appeal the Dec ision and Order to  Circuit Court within 30 days 
of the receipt  of the Deci sion and Order or, if a ti mely Request fo r Rehearing or Reconsideration was 
made, withi n 30 days of the re ceipt d ate of the Decision a nd Order of Rec onsideration or Rehearing 
Decision. 






