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CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 
 

Department policies are contained in the Department of Human Services Bridges 
Administrative Manual (BAM), Department of Human Services Bridges Eligibility Manual 
(BEM), and Department of Human Services Reference Tables Manual (RFT).   
 
The Medical Assistance (MA) program is established by the Title XIX of the Social 
Security Act, 42 USC 1396-1396w-5, and is implemented by 42 CFR 400.200 to 
1008.59.  The Department of Human Services (formerly known as the Family 
Independence Agency) administers the MA program pursuant to MCL 400.10 and MCL 
400.105.   
 
Department of Human Services Bridges Eligibility Manual (BEM) 255 Child Support 
(2013) page 1 states “The custodial parent or alternative caretaker of children must 
comply with all requests for action or information needed to establish paternity and/or 
obtain child support on behalf of children for whom they receive assistance, unless a 
claim of good cause for not cooperating has been granted or is pending.” Page 9 states 
that cooperation is a condition of eligibility.  
 
During this hearing Claimant testified that she went to a party where she did not know 
anyone, blacked out and after that was pregnant and had STDs. Claimant also testified 
that she made no effort to find out who the father was and did not want to find out. 
Claimant’s testimony establishes that she is not, and will not cooperate with the Office 
of Child Support.    
 
The Administrative Law Judge, based upon the above Findings of Fact and Conclusions 
of Law, and for the reasons stated on the record, if any, finds that the Department acted 
in accordance with Department policy when it denied Claimant’s October 28, 2013 
Medical Assistance (MA) application for failure to cooperate with the Office of Child 
Support. 
 

DECISION AND ORDER 
 
Accordingly, the Department’s decision is AFFIRMED.  
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