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CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 
 

Department policies are contained in the Department of Human Service s Bridges  
Administrative Manual (BAM), Department of Human Services Bridges Eligibility Manual 
(BEM), D epartment of Human Servic es Reference Tables Manual (RFT), and 
Department of Human Services Emergency Relief Manual (ERM).   
 
The Medic al Assistance (MA) program is est ablished by the Title XIX of the Socia l 
Security Act, 42 USC 1396-1396w-5, and is implemented by  42 CFR 400.200 to 
1008.59.  The Department of  Human Services ( formerly known as the Family  
Independence Agency) administers the MA program pursuant to MCL 400.10 and MCL  
400.105.   
 
Claimant submitted portions of bank statements showing that  he had more t han 
in a checking account during the months of May through October 2013.   
Per BEM 400, p. 7, the MA  limit is $2,000 f or an indivi dual, and $3,000 for a couple.   
Claimant’s cash in the bank is clearly in excess of the allowable limits for MA. 
 
Claimant’s representative test ified that the money had accumulated in her checking 
account so they could purc hase a pre-paid funeral plan , and that one was purchased 
with a payment in Janu ary 2014.  While a pre- paid funeral plan is an ex cluded 
asset when it is purc hased, money that is  being saved for the purchase is included in 
determining eligibility until the purchase is made. 
 
The Administrative Law Judge, based on the above Findings of Fact and Conclusions of 
Law, and for the reasons stated on the record, if any, finds that the Department acted in 
accordance with Department po licy when it denied Claimant’s application for FAP and 
MA. 
 
 

DECISION AND ORDER 
 
Accordingly, the Department’s decision is AFFIRMED.  
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