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 an excess shelter deduction, which takes into account Claimant’s monthly 
housing expenses and the $553 heat and utility standard that applies to all FAP 
recipients regardless of actual utility expenses and group size (RFT 255, p. 1; 
BEM 554 (July 2013), pp. 1, 12-15); and 

 expenses for child care, child support and medical expenses in excess of $35 
(BEM 554, p. 1). 

 
Claimant confirmed that she had no day care or child support expenses and that she 
had not provided the Department with any documentation concerning medical 
expenses.  Claimant disputed the Department’s conclusion that her monthly housing 
expenses totaled $912.13.  The Department presented documentation that Claimant 
paid a $828.30 monthly mortgage, annual property taxes totaling $131.99, and an 
annual $874 homeowner’s insurance premium.  The monthly expense for the property 
taxes is $11, and the monthly expense for insurance is $72.83.  The sum of the monthly 
expenses for Claimant’s mortgage, property taxes and insurance is $912.13, consistent 
with the shelter expense amount used by the Department in calculating the excess 
shelter deduction.  Claimant did not present any documentation at the hearing to 
challenge the Department’s position that housing expenses totaled $912.13, as 
reflected in the Notice of Case Action.  Based on monthly shelter expenses of $912.13 
and applying the $553 heat and utility standard, Claimant’s excess shelter deduction 
was properly calculated as $613.  BEM 556, pp. 4-5; BEM 554, p. 1.   
 
Based on the information available to the Department at the time the budget was 
prepared, the Department properly reduced Claimant’s household’s $2092 gross 
income by the $151 standard deduction, a $236 earned income deduction, and a $613 
excess shelter deduction.  This results in monthly net income of $1092.  Based on net 
income of $1092 and a FAP group size of two, the Department acted in accordance with 
Department policy when it concluded that Claimant was eligible for monthly FAP 
benefits of $19.  BEM 556; RFT 260 (December 2013), p. 14.   
 
The Administrative Law Judge, based on the above Findings of Fact and Conclusions of 
Law, and for the reasons stated on the record, if any, finds that the Department acted in 
accordance with Department policy when it calculated Claimant’s monthly FAP benefits. 
 

DECISION AND ORDER 
 
Accordingly, the Department’s decision is AFFIRMED.  
 

 
__________________________ 

Alice C. Elkin 
Administrative Law Judge 

for Maura Corrigan, Director 
Department of Human Services 

Date Signed:  February 3, 2014 
 






