






2014-15592/CG 

4 

Claimant either testified that her rent increased since the DHS redetermination of FAP 
benefits. A change reported after a DHS determination does not change the correctness 
of the DHS determination. Claimant conceded that her reported rent obligation as of 

 was $755. 
 
DHS gives a flat utility standard to all clients. BEM 554 (1/2011), pp. 11-12. The utility 
standard of $553 (see RFT 255 (10/2013, p. 1) encompasses all utilities (water, gas, 
electric, telephone) and is unchanged even if a client’s monthly utility expenses exceed 
the $553 amount. The total shelter obligation is calculated by adding Claimant’s housing 
expenses to the utility credit; this amount is $1,308. 
 
DHS only credits FAP benefit groups with what DHS calls an “excess shelter” expense. 
This expense is calculated by taking Claimant’s total shelter obligation and subtracting 
half of Claimant’s adjusted gross income. Claimant’s excess shelter amount is found to 
be $931 (rounding up to nearest dollar). Unfortunately for Claimant, the amount is 
capped at $478 (see RFT 255) for non-SDV groups. 
 
The FAP benefit group’s net income is determined by taking the group’s adjusted gross 
income and subtracting the allowable excess shelter expense. The FAP benefit group’s 
net income is found to be $277. A chart listed in RFT 260 is used to determine the 
proper FAP benefit issuance. Based on Claimant’s group size and net income, 
Claimant’s proper FAP benefit issuance is found to be $548, the same amount 
calculated by DHS (see Exhibit 2).  
 

DECISION AND ORDER 
 
The Administrative Law Judge, based upon the above findings of fact and conclusions 
of law, finds that DHS properly determined Claimant’s FAP eligibility to be $548 for the 
month of . The actions taken by DHS are AFFIRMED. 
 
 

__________________________ 
Christian Gardocki 

Administrative Law Judge 
for Maura Corrigan, Director 

Department of Human Services 
Date Signed: 2/21/2014 
 
Date Mailed: 2/21/2014 
 
NOTICE OF APPEAL: The claimant may appeal the Decision and Order to Circuit Court within 30 days of 
the receipt of the Decision and Order or, if a timely Request for Rehearing or Reconsideration was made, 
within 30 days of the receipt date of the Decision and Order of Reconsideration or Rehearing Decision. 
 
Michigan Administrative Hearing System (MAHS) may order a rehearing or reconsideration on either its 
own motion or at the request of a party within 30 days of the mailing date of this Decision and Order. 
MAHS will not order a rehearing or reconsideration on the Department's motion where the final decision 
cannot be implemented within 90 days of the filing of the original request (60 days for FAP cases). 






