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• RSDI eligibility is established following denial of the MA benefit application (under 
certain circumstances).  
BEM 260 (7/2012) pp. 1-2 

 
During the hearing, DHS obtained an SOLQ (Exhibits 39-41) for Claimant. Claimant’s 
SOLQ verified that Claimant was approved for SSI benefits beginning /2012.  
 
Ongoing MA eligibility begins the first day of the month of SSI entitlement. BEM 150 
(7/2013), p. 1. Some clients also qualify for retroactive (retro) MA coverage for up to 
three calendar months prior to SSI entitlement; see BAM 115. Id. Retro MA coverage is 
available back to the first day of the third calendar month prior to entitlement to SSI. 
BAM 115 (7/2013), p. 11.  
 
DHS policy clearly mandates a finding that Claimant is disabled beginning /2012 based 
on Claimant’s SSI approval beginning /2012. It is less clear that Claimant is entitled to 
a finding of disability for /2012 based on an SSI approval beginning /2012. DHS 
policy could be interpreted to allow a potential finding of disability, though such a finding 
is not automatic. Claimant’s AHR contended that DHS policy intended to allow an 
automatic finding of disability for three months prior to an SSI entitlement month. DHS 
conceded that Claimant’s AHR’s interpretation was correct. The interpretation is a 
reasonable interpretation of DHS policy and will be accepted as correct. Accordingly, it 
is found that Claimant is a disabled individual for /2012, one of the three retroactive 
months prior to Claimant’s /2012 SSI entitlement date. 
 
 

DECISION AND ORDER 
 

The Administrative Law Judge, based upon the above findings of fact and conclusions 
of law finds that DHS improperly denied Claimant’s application for MA benefits. It is 
ordered that DHS: 
 

(1) reinstate Claimant’s MA benefit application dated 12, including retroactive 
MA benefits from /2012 

(2) evaluate Claimant’s eligibility for MA benefits subject to the finding that Claimant 
is a disabled individual beginning /2012; and 

(3) initiate a supplement for any benefits not issued as a result of the improper 
application denial. 

 
The actions taken by DHS are REVERSED. 
 
 

__________________________ 
Christian Gardocki 

Administrative Law Judge 
for Maura Corrigan, Director 

Department of Human Services 






