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HEARING DECISION 
 

This matter is before the undersigned Administrative Law Judge pursuant to MCL 400.9 
and MCL 400.37 following Claimant’s request for a hearing.  After due notice, a 
telephone hearing was held on January 15, 2013, from Lansing, Michigan.  Claimant 
personally appeared and provided testimony.  Participants on behalf of Department of 
Human Services (Department) included  (Family Independence Manager). 
 

ISSUE 
 

Due to a failure to comply with the verification requirements, did the Department 
properly deny Claimant’s application for Food Assistance Program (FAP) and Medical 
Assistance (MA)? 
 

FINDINGS OF FACT 
 

The Administrative Law Judge, based upon the competent, material, and substantial 
evidence on the whole record, including testimony of witnesses, finds as material fact: 
 
1. Claimant applied for FAP and MA on October 11, 2012. 
 
2. Claimant was provided with a Verification Checklist.  
 
3. Claimant was required to submit requested verification by November 30, 2012. 
 
4. On October 15, 2012, the Department mailed Claimant a Notice of Case Action 

(DHS-1605) which denied Claimant’s application because Claimant listed on his 
application that he was not a citizen of the United States and failed to provide 
verification of identity or alien status. The Department also indicated that Claimant 
was not eligible for Adult Medical Program (AMP) due to an enrollment freeze. 
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5. On November 14, 2012, Claimant filed a hearing request, protesting the denial.  
 

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 
 

Department policies are found in the Bridges Administrative Manual (BAM), the Bridges 
Eligibility Manual (BEM) and the Reference Tables Manual (RFT).   
 
The Food Assistance Program (FAP) [formerly known as the Food Stamp (FS) program] 
is established by the Food Stamp Act of 1977, as amended, and is implemented by the 
federal regulations contained in Title 7 of the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR).  The 
Department (formerly known as the Family Independence Agency) administers FAP 
pursuant to MCL 400.10, et seq., and 1997 AACS R 400.3001-3015  
 
The Medical Assistance (MA) program is established by the Title XIX of the Social 
Security Act and is implemented by Title 42 of the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR).  
The Department (formerly known as the Family Independence Agency) administers the 
MA program pursuant to MCL 400.10, et seq., and MCL 400.105.   
 
The Adult Medical Program (AMP) is established by 42 USC 1315, and is administered 
by the Department pursuant to MCL 400.10, et seq.  Department policies are contained 
in the Bridges Administrative Manual (BAM), the Bridges Eligibility Manual (BEM) and 
the Reference Tables Manual (RFT). 
 
Verification is usually required upon application or redetermination and for a reported 
change affecting eligibility or benefit level.  BAM 130. Verifications are considered timely 
if received by the date they are due. BAM 130. The department must allow a client 10 
calendar days (or other time limit specified in policy) to provide the requested 
verification.  BAM 130.  Should the client indicate a refusal to provide a verification or, 
conversely, if the time period given has elapsed and the client has not made a 
reasonable effort to provide it, the department may send the client a negative action 
notice.  BAM 130. 
 
For FAP, the identity of head of household (grantee) must be verified. BEM 221. If an 
authorized representative (AR) applies on behalf of a group, the AR must verify his own 
and the identity of the head of household. BEM 221. The failure of the head of 
household grantee to verify identity results in group ineligibility. BEM 221. Failure or 
inability to verify identity when required results in member disqualification of the 
individual for whom acceptable verification is not provided. BEM 221. 
 
For MA and AMP, non-U.S. citizens are not required to verify identity unless 
questionable. BEM 221. Once Medicaid or AMP has been certified the identity of U.S. 
citizens must be verified  or individuals age 16 and above; see BAM 130. BEM 221. 
 
For all programs, the Department must determine the alien status of each non-citizen 
requesting benefits at application, member addition, redetermination and when a 
change is reported. BEM 225. For FAP, a person must be a U.S. citizen or have an 
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acceptable alien status for the designated programs. BEM 225. Persons who do not 
meet this requirement, or who refuse to indicate their status, are disqualified. BEM 225.  
 
Citizenship/alien status is not an eligibility factor for emergency services only (ESO) MA. 
However, the person must meet all other eligibility factors, including residency; see 
BEM 220. BEM 225. To be eligible for full MA coverage a person must be a U.S. citizen 
or an alien admitted to the U.S. under a specific immigration status. BEM 225. U.S. 
citizenship must be verified with an acceptable document to continue to receive 
Medicaid; see BAM 130. BEM 225. 
 
Here, the Department acted appropriately. Claimant failed to provide verifications to the 
Department and also did not provide any information regarding his alien status.  
Claimant is not eligible for AMP due to a freeze on enrollments. 
 
Based upon the above Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law, and for the reasons 
stated on the record, the Administrative Law Judge concludes that the Department 
properly denied Claimant’s application. 
 

DECISION AND ORDER 
 

The Administrative Law Judge, based upon the above Findings of Fact and Conclusions 
of Law, and for the reasons stated on the record, finds that the Department did act 
properly.  
 
Accordingly, the Department’s decision is AFFIRMED. 
 
IT IS SO ORDERED. 
 
 

/s/__________________________ 
C. Adam Purnell 

Administrative Law Judge 
For Maura Corrigan, Director 

Department of Human Services 
Date Signed:  January 25, 2013 
 
Date Mailed:  January 28, 2013 
 
NOTICE:  Michigan Administrative Hearing System (MAHS) may order a rehearing or 
reconsideration on either its own motion or at the request of a party within 30 days of 
the mailing date of this Decision and Order.  MAHS will not order a rehearing or 
reconsideration on the Department's motion where the final decision cannot be 
implemented within 90 days of the filing of the original request.   
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The Claimant may appeal the Decision and Order to Circuit Court within 30 days of the 
mailing of the Decision and Order or, if a timely request for rehearing was made, within 
30 days of the receipt date of the rehearing decision. 
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