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The Food Assistance Program (FAP) [formerly  known as the Food Stamp program] i s 
established by the Food Stamp Act of 197 7, as amended, 7 USC 2011 to 2036a and is  
implemented by  the federal regulations c ontained in 7 CFR 271. 1 to 285.5.  The  
Department (formerly known as  the Fam ily Independence Agency) administers FAP 
pursuant to MCL 400.10 and Mich Admin Code, R 400.3001 to .3015. 
 
Per BEM 255, “The custodial parent or alter native caretaker of children m ust comply 
with all requests for action or information needed to establish paternity and/or obtain 
child support on behalf of children for whom t hey receive assist ance, unless a claim of 
good cause for not c ooperating has been granted or is pending.” “Failure to cooperate 
without good cause results in disqualif ication. Disqualificati on includes member 
removal, as well as denial or c losure of program benefits, dependi ng on the type of  
assistance (TOA)”. 
 
The parties testified that Claimant had act ually been determined to be compliant, but 
that there was an error when a worker entered an effect ive date of cooperation of  
November 13, 2013.  See Exhi bit 8.  She should hav e been shown as compliant as of 
October 11, 2013 and October 16, 2013. 
 
The Administrative Law Judge, based on the above Findings of Fact and Conclusions of 
Law, and for the reasons stated on the record, if any, finds that the Department did not  
act in accordance with Department policy when it canceled Claimant’s FAP benefits. 
 

DECISION AND ORDER 
 
Accordingly, the Department’s decision is REVERSED. 
 

THE DE PARTMENT IS ORDERED TO BEGIN DOING TH E FOLLOWING, IN 
ACCORDANCE WIT H DE PARTMENT P OLICY AND CONSIS TENT WIT H THIS  
HEARING DECISION, WITHIN  10 DAYS OF THE DATE OF MAILING OF THIS 
DECISION AND ORDER:  
 
1. Redetermine Claimant’s FAP benefit eligibility, effective November 1, 2013; 
 
2. Issue a supplement to Claimant for any benefits improperly not issued. 
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Darryl T. Johnson 

Administrative Law Judge 
for Maura Corrigan, Director 
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