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•• the earnings are in a separate account intended for further education. The 
earnings cannot be commingled with money from other sources and the 
account must list the child as the primary owner. 

 
The update of the exclusion removed the requirement of an account “intended for 
further education.” Removing the specific purpose of the earnings, removed any bias 
toward families with dependent children working toward a goal which might not include, 
or allow, for higher education. The specified purpose of the account was replaced with 
the specification of using a savings account for the earnings. Money can be withdrawn 
from a savings account for any desired expenditure. However, they are most commonly 
used to save up for use on a long term goal. Specifying that the earnings be in a 
savings account, targets that more general principle behind the exclusion. Designing the 
specifics of public assistance eligibility is a difficult task. It requires finding an acceptable 
blend of support for numerous overarching social goals and policies.            
 
The current policy language could have been written to provide a better understanding 
of the purpose behind the exclusion. However, the policy language is not ambiguous or 
unclear in dictating the savings account requirement.    
 
The Administrative Law Judge, based on the above Findings of Fact and Conclusions of 
Law, and for the reasons stated on the record, if any, finds that the Department acted in 
accordance with Department policy when it denied Claimant’s September 30, 2013 
application for State Emergency Relief (SER). 
 

DECISION AND ORDER 
 
Accordingly, the Department’s decision is AFFIRMED.  
  

 
 

/s/         
Gary F. Heisler 

Administrative Law Judge 
for Maura Corrigan, Director 

Department of Human Services 
Date Signed:  12/12/2013 
 
Date Mailed:   12/13/2013 
 
NOTICE OF APPEAL:  The claimant may appeal the Decision and Order to Circuit Court within 30 days 
of the receipt of the Decision and Order or, if a timely Request for Rehearing or Reconsideration was 
made, within 30 days of the receipt date of the Decision and Order of Reconsideration or Rehearing 
Decision. 
 
Michigan Administrative Hearing System (MAHS) may order a rehearing or reconsideration on either its 
own motion or at the request of a party within 30 days of the mailing date of this Decision and Order.  






