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CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 
 
The State Disability Assistance (SDA) program is established by the Social Welfare Act, 
MCL 400.1-.119b. The Department of Human Services (formerly known as the Family 
Independence Agency) administers the SDA program pursuant to MCL 400.10 and 
Mich Admin Code, R 400.3151-.3180. Department policies are contained in the 
Department of Human Services Bridges Administrative Manual (BAM) and Department 
of Human Services Bridges Eligibility Manual (BEM) and Department of Human 
Services Reference Tables Manual (RFT). 
 
Claimant requested a hearing to dispute a denial of SDA benefits. It was not disputed 
that DHS denied SDA benefits based on an alleged failure by Claimant to timely return 
medical documents to DHS. 
 
For SDA benefits, DHS is to verify disability or the need for a caretaker at application. 
BEM 261 (7/2013), p. 6. For SDA benefits, DHS is to send a negative action notice 
when: 

• the client indicates refusal to provide a verification, or  
• the time period given has elapsed and the client has not made a reasonable 

effort to provide it.  
BAM 130 (7/2013), p. 5. 

 
Claimant testified that she timely submitted proof of her claimed disability to DHS. DHS 
conceded that Claimant timely submitted medical documents. DHS also conceded that 
Claimant’s SDA benefit application was improperly denied. Accordingly, the SDA 
application denial was improper. 
 
DHS also stated that Claimant’s SDA application was reinstated and that a 
determination of disability was recently made resulting in another denial of SDA 
benefits. The below order does not recognize the DHS reinstatement because the 
reinstatement was not verified. During the hearing, Claimant was advised to request a 
second hearing concerning the recent denial of SDA benefits if she disputes the 
application denial. 
 
 

DECISION AND ORDER 
 
The Administrative Law Judge, based upon the above findings of fact and conclusions 
of law, finds that DHS improperly denied Claimant’s application for SDA benefits. It is 
ordered that DHS: 

(1) reinstate Claimant’s FIP application dated /13; and 
(2) initiate processing of Claimant’s eligibility subject to the finding that Claimant 

timely submitted requested medical documentation relating to a claim of 
disability. 

 






