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4. On September 20, 2013, Claimant submitted a request for hearing.   

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 
 

Department policies are contained in the Department of Human Services Bridges 
Administrative Manual (BAM), Department of Human Services Bridges Eligibility Manual 
(BEM), Department of Human Services Reference Tables Manual (RFT), and 
Department of Human Services Emergency Relief Manual (ERM).   
 
The Family Independence Program (FIP) was established pursuant to the Personal 
Responsibility and Work Opportunity Reconciliation Act of 1996, PL 104-193, and 42 
USC 601 to 679c.  The Department (formerly known as the Family Independence 
Agency) administers FIP pursuant to MCL 400.10 and 400.57a and Mich Admin Code, 
R 400.3101 to .3131.   
 
This case presents some puzzling questions. The best place to start is with the Family 
Independence Program (FIP) group composition. Department of Human Services 
Bridges Eligibility Manual (BEM) 210 FIP Group Composition (2013) page 8 provides 
the following specifics about Supplemental Security Income (SSI) recipients:  
 

A FIP EDG member who receives SSI, has a FIP EDG participation status of 
Other Adult or Other Child. The income, assets and needs of an SSI recipient 
are not considered in determining eligibility for the FIP EDG. However, their 
relationships to other EDG members are considered. 

Note:  Request cash assistance for the SSI child, even though the child will not be in 
the FIP certified group. 

BEM 210 page 6 states that failure to cooperate with the eligibility requirement of school 
attendance has a specific penalty. Department of Human Services Bridges Eligibility 
Manual (BEM) 245 School Attendance and Student Status (2013) page 1 states for 
Family Independence Program (FIP) benefits that: dependent children ages 6 through 
17 must attend school full-time; if a dependent child age 6 through 15 is not attending 
school full-time, the entire FIP group is not eligible to receive FIP; and a dependent child 
age 16 or 17 who is not attending high school full-time is disqualified from the FIP group 
in Bridges.  

During this hearing Claimant testified that the August 28, 2013, Verification Checklist 
(DHS Form 3503) was accompanied by two Verification of Student Information (DHS-
3380) forms but neither one had  name on it. Generation of checklists and 
forms is an automated process programmed into BRIDGES. There was no testimony at 
this hearing by Information Technology specialists to prove BRIDGES is properly 
programed to deal with  status as a member of Claimant’s FIP EDG. 

 is an “Other child” in the group whose income, assets and needs are not 
considered. However, she is also a child for whom cash assistance is being requested 
so her student status must be determined. In light  unique status and the 
ongoing discovery of BRIDGES programming deficiencies, Claimant’s testimony is 
found credible. 
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During this hearing the Department representative asserted that Claimant should have 
changed the name on one of the Verification of Student Information (DHS-3380) forms 
and used it for . Claimant correctly replied that the form states “This form must 
be completed by the school” and that signing the form to authorize the school to release 
information is the only action assigned to the Grantee. Applicants are not required to try 
and fix any Department mistakes or deficiencies. 
 
The circumstances in this case are a failure of the Department to provide Claimant with 
the ability to submit the required verifications within the time limit. The Claimant will not 
be penalized for the Department’s mistakes or deficiencies.                     
 
The Administrative Law Judge, based on the above Findings of Fact and Conclusions of 
Law, and for the reasons stated on the record, if any, finds that the Department did not 
act in accordance with Department policy when it denied Claimant’s August 27, 2013 
Family Independence Program (FIP) application for failure to provide verifications. 
 

DECISION AND ORDER 
 
Accordingly, the Department’s decision REVERSED. 
 

THE DEPARTMENT IS ORDERED TO BEGIN DOING THE FOLLOWING, IN 
ACCORDANCE WITH DEPARTMENT POLICY AND CONSISTENT WITH THIS 
HEARING DECISION, WITHIN 10 DAYS OF THE DATE OF MAILING OF THIS 
DECISION AND ORDER: 

 
1. Reinstate Claimant’s August 27, 2013 Family Independence Program (FIP) 

application.  

2. Properly provide Claimant the opportunity to verify  school attendance to 
include 10 days from the date she is sent the proper Verification of Student 
Information (DHS-3380) form. 

3. Determine Claimant’s eligibility for Family Independence Program (FIP) benefits 
from August 27, 2013.  

/s/        
Gary F. Heisler 

Administrative Law Judge 
for Maura Corrigan, Director 

Department of Human Services 
Date Signed:  11/18/2013 
 
Date Mailed:   11/19/2013 
 
NOTICE OF APPEAL:  The claimant may appeal the Decision and Order to Circuit Court within 30 days 
of the receipt of the Decision and Order or, if a timely Request for Rehearing or Reconsideration was 
made, within 30 days of the receipt date of the Decision and Order of Reconsideration or Rehearing 
Decision. 
 






