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CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

The Food Assistance Program (FAP) [formerly known as the Food Stamp program] is 
established by the Food Stamp Act of 1977, as amended, 7 USC 2011 to 2036a and is 
implemented by the federal regulations contained in 7 CFR 271.1 to 285.5.  The 
Department (formerly known as the Family Independence Agency) administers FAP 
pursuant to MCL 400.10 and Mich Admin Code, R 400.3001 to .3015. 

The Medical Assistance (MA) program is established by the Title XIX of the Social 
Security Act, 42 USC 1396-1396w-5, and is implemented by 42 CFR 400.200 to 
1008.59.  The Department of Human Services (formerly known as the Family 
Independence Agency) administers the MA program pursuant to MCL 400.10 and MCL 
400.105. 

The Family Independence Program (FIP) was established pursuant to the Personal 
Responsibility and Work Opportunity Reconciliation Act of 1996, PL 104-193, and 42 
USC 601 to 679c.  The Department (formerly known as the Family Independence 
Agency) administers FIP pursuant to MCL 400.10 and 400.57a and Mich Admin Code, 
R 400.3101 to .3131. 

The State Disability Assistance (SDA) program is established by the Social Welfare Act, 
MCL 400.1-.119b.  The Department of Human Services (formerly known as the Family 
Independence Agency) administers the SDA program pursuant to MCL 400.10 and 
Mich Admin Code, R 400.3151-.3180. 

The State Emergency Relief (SER) program is established by 2004 PA 344.  The SER 
program is administered pursuant to MCL 400.10, et seq., and by final administrative 
rules filed with the Secretary of State on October 28, 1993.  MAC R 400.7001-400.7049.  
Family Independence Agency (FIA or agency) policies are found in the State 
Emergency Relief Manual (ERM). 

Eligibility for cash assistance under the Family Independence Program (FIP) requires 
that the group include a dependent child who lives with a legal parent, stepparent or 
other qualifying caretaker.  Department of Human Services Bridges Eligibility Manual 
(BEM) 210 (July 1, 2013), p 1. 

Eligibility for cash assistance under the State Disability Assistance (SDA) requires that 
the applicant be disabled for a period of at least 90 days.  The Claimant did not report 
that he was disabled on his application for assistance, and the Department properly 
denied his application for cash assistance. 

The Claimant failed to provide sufficient information confirming his identity and/or 
immigration status for the Department to approve his application for Food Assistance 
Program (FAP) and Medical Assistance (M.A.).  
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Cash assistance and Medical Assistance (M.A.) are available only during the eight 
months immediately following the refugee’s date of entry into the U.S. or date asylum is 
granted.  Department of Human Services Bridges Eligibility Manual (BEM) 630 
(December 1, 2013), p 1. 

The Claimant failed to establish that he applied for Medical Assistance (M.A.) and Food 
Assistance Program (FAP) based on his immigration status within 8 months of being 
granted asylum in the United States. 

The Claimant submitted an application for State Emergency Relief (SER) requesting 
assistance with ongoing housing needs.  The Claimant’s application for assistance 
failed to identify a housing emergency for which the Department was authorized to 
provide assistance under the State Emergency Relief (SER) program.  Therefore, the 
Department properly denied the application for State Emergency Relief (SER) benefits. 

DECISION AND ORDER 

The Administrative Law Judge, based on the above Findings of Fact and Conclusions of 
Law, and for the reasons stated on the record, if any, finds that the Department acted in 
accordance with Department policy when it denied the Claimant's application for Food 
Assistance Program (FAP), Medical Assistance (M.A.), cash assistance under the 
Family Independence Program (FIP) and State Disability Assistance (SDA) programs, 
and State Emergency Relief (SER) benefits.. 

Accordingly, the Department’s decision is AFFIRMED.  
 
 
 
 

 /s/     
 Kevin Scully 

 Administrative Law Judge 
 for Maura D. Corrigan, Director 
 Department of Human Services 

 
 
Date Signed:  11/26/2013 
 
Date Mailed:  11/26/2013 
 
 
NOTICE OF APPEAL:  The claimant may appeal the Decision and Order to Circuit Court within 30 days 
of the receipt of the Decision and Order or, if a timely Request for Rehearing or Reconsideration was 
made, within 30 days of the receipt date of the Decision and Order of Reconsideration or Rehearing 
Decision. 
 
Michigan Administrative Hearing System (MAHS) may order a rehearing or reconsideration on either its 
own motion or at the request of a party within 30 days of the mailing date of this Decision and Order.  






