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3. The Department received the Claimant’s request for a hearing on October 10, 
2013, protesting the Department’s eligibility determinations for the Family 
Independence Program (FIP), Medical Assistance (M.A.), and Food Assistance 
Program (FAP) benefits.. 

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

The Family Independence Program (FIP) was established pursuant to the Personal 
Responsibility and Work Opportunity Reconciliation Act of 1996, PL 104-193, and 42 
USC 601 to 679c.  The Department (formerly known as the Family Independence 
Agency) administers FIP pursuant to MCL 400.10 and 400.57a and Mich Admin Code, 
R 400.3101 to .3131. 

The Medical Assistance (MA) program is established by the Title XIX of the Social 
Security Act, 42 USC 1396-1396w-5, and is implemented by 42 CFR 400.200 to 
1008.59.  The Department of Human Services (formerly known as the Family 
Independence Agency) administers the MA program pursuant to MCL 400.10 and MCL 
400.105. 

The Food Assistance Program (FAP) [formerly known as the Food Stamp program] is 
established by the Food Stamp Act of 1977, as amended, 7 USC 2011 to 2036a and is 
implemented by the federal regulations contained in 7 CFR 271.1 to 285.5.  The 
Department (formerly known as the Family Independence Agency) administers FAP 
pursuant to MCL 400.10 and Mich Admin Code, R 400.3001 to .3015. 

Clients have the right to contest a department decision affecting eligibility or benefit 
levels whenever it is believed that the decision is incorrect.  The Department will provide 
an administrative hearing to review the decision and determine the appropriateness.  
The Michigan Administrative Hearing System (MAHS) may grant a hearing for any of 
the following: 

MAHS may grant a hearing about any of the following: 

 Denial of an application and/or supplemental payments. 

 Reduction in the amount of program benefits or service. 

 Suspension or termination of program benefits or service. 

 Restrictions under which benefits or services are provided. 

 Delay of any action beyond standards of promptness. 

 For FAP only, the current level of benefits or denial of expedited service.  
Department of Human Services Bridges Administrative Manual (BAM) 600 
(July 1, 2013), p 4. 
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Based on the evidence and testimony available during the hearing, this Administrative 
Law Judge finds that the Claimant’s representative failed to establish a negative action 
with respect to the Family Independence Program (FIP) and Medical Assistance (M.A.) 
programs that this Administrative Law Judge can grant a judgment.  Therefore, this 
Administrative Law Judge finds that the Claimant’s hearing request must be dismissed 
with respect to these programs. 

The Claimant is entitled to a hearing to protest the level of Food Assistance Program 
(FAP) being granted by the Department.  On August 14, 2013, Adeaide Bikorwa notified 
the Department that she no longer resided in the Claimant’s household and should be 
removed from his benefits group.  The Claimant was an ongoing Food Assistance 
Program (FAP) recipient as a group of four that did not include Adelaide Bikorwa.  
Therefore, there was not change in Food Assistance Program (FAP) benefits based on 
a change in group size.  The Claimant failed to identify any other issue concerning Food 
Assistance Program (FAP) eligibility for this Administrative Law Judge to grant an order.  
Therefore, the Department’s Food Assistance Program (FAP) eligibility determination is 
upheld. 

DECISION AND ORDER 

The Administrative Law Judge, based on the above Findings of Fact and Conclusions of 
Law, and for the reasons stated on the record, if any, finds that the Department acted in 
accordance with Department policy when it determined the Claimant's Family 
Independence Program (FIP), Medical Assistance (M.A.), and Food Assistance 
Program (FAP) eligibility.. 

Accordingly, the Department’s decision is AFFIRMED.  
 
 

 /s/      
 Kevin Scully 

 Administrative Law Judge 
 for Maura D. Corrigan, Director 
 Department of Human Services 

Date Signed:  11/26/2013 
 
Date Mailed:  11/26/2013 
 
 
NOTICE OF APPEAL:  The claimant may appeal the Decision and Order to Circuit 
Court within 30 days of the receipt of the Decision and Order or, if a timely Request for 
Rehearing or Reconsideration was made, within 30 days of the receipt date of the 
Decision and Order of Reconsideration or Rehearing Decision. 
 
Michigan Administrative Hearing System (MAHS) may order a rehearing or 
reconsideration on either its own motion or at the request of a party within 30 days of 
the mailing date of this Decision and Order.  MAHS will not order a rehearing or 






