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5. When the Department determined Claimant’s  monthly FAP amount, the 
Department improperly considered Claimant’s Medicare Premium Part B as 
Claimant’s medical expense of  -  exclusion = , but this 
premium had been covered by the State of Michigan. The Department then 
rebudgeted Claimant’s FAP case. 

6. On September 4, 2013, the Department mailed Claimant a Notice of Case Action 
(DHS-1605), which, among other things, decreased Claimant’s monthly FAP 
amount to  effective October 1, 2013. 

7. On September 14, 2013, the Department mailed Claimant a Notice of Case Action 
(DHS-1605) which decreased his monthly FAP amount to  due to a mass 
update change in the shelter deduction amount. 

8. On September 30, 2013, Claimant requested a hearing to challenge the 
September 4, 2013 and September 14, 2013 reductions in his monthly FAP 
allotment.    

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 
 

Department policies are contained in the Department of Human Services Bridges 
Administrative Manual (BAM), Department of Human Services Bridges Eligibility Manual 
(BEM), Department of Human Services Reference Tables Manual (RFT), and 
Department of Human Services Emergency Relief Manual (ERM).   
 
The Food Assistance Program (FAP) [formerly known as the Food Stamp program] is 
established by the Food Stamp Act of 1977, as amended, 7 USC 2011 to 2036a and is 
implemented by the federal regulations contained in 7 CFR 271.1 to 285.5.  The 
Department (formerly known as the Family Independence Agency) administers FAP 
pursuant to MCL 400.10 and Mich Admin Code, R 400.3001 to .3015. 
 
When the Department budgets the amount of FAP for a group, it first determines 
whether there is a senior1, disabled person2 or a veteran member of that group. BEM 
550. A non-categorically eligible Senior/Disabled/Veteran (SDV) FAP group3 must have 
income below the net income limits. BEM 550. A non-categorically eligible, non-SDV 
FAP group must have income below the gross and net income limits. BEM 550.  

                                                 
1 A “senior” is a person at least 60 years old. BEM 550 p 1. 
2 A “disabled” person who receives one of the following: (1) a federal, state or local public 
disability retirement pension and the disability is considered permanent under the Social 
Security Act; (2) Medicaid program which requires a disability determination by MRT or Social 
Security Administration; (3) Railroad Retirement and is eligible for Medicare or meets the Social 
Security disability criteria (4) a person who receives or has been certified and awaiting their 
initial payment for one of the following: (a) Social Security disability or blindness benefits; (b) 
Supplemental Security Income (SSI), based on disability or blindness, even if based on 
presumptive eligibility. 
3 An SDV FAP group is one which has an SDV member. BEM 550 p 1. 










