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5. On September 20, 2013, Claimant filed a hearing request.  
 

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 
 

Department policies are contained in the Department of Human Services Bridges 
Administrative Manual (BAM), Department of Human Services Bridges Eligibility Manual 
(BEM), and Department of Human Services Reference Tables Manual (RFT).   
 
The Food Assistance Program (FAP) [formerly known as the Food Stamp program] is 
established by the Food Stamp Act of 1977, as amended, 7 USC 2011 to 2036a and is 
implemented by the federal regulations contained in 7 CFR 271.1 to 285.5.  The 
Department (formerly known as the Family Independence Agency) administers FAP 
pursuant to MCL 400.10 and Mich Admin Code, R 400.3001 to .3015. 
 
During the hearing Claimant’s income and child support was verified. The information 
Claimant submitted regarding his shelter expense was reviewed. Department of Human 
Services Bridges Eligibility Manual (BEM) 554 FAP Allowable Expenses and Expense 
Budgeting (2013) page 14 lists a current lease as acceptable verification. The letter 
submitted by Claimant was dated October 1, 2011. The two money order receipts did 
not identify the payer. Claimant did not submit acceptable verification of his rent 
expense. Proper verification of rent expense is not an eligibility factor. Proper 
verification of rent expense is a requirement to have the expense included in the FAP 
financial eligibility budget. In this case Claimant was approved for FAP benefits and the 
amount of his benefit was determined without rent expense. Claimant was informed that 
if/when he provides proper verification of his rent expense; it will be added to his 
financial eligibility budget. A more detailed analysis of the evidence presented, 
applicable Department policies, and reasoning for the decision are contained in the 
recorded record. 
 
The Administrative Law Judge, based on the above Findings of Fact and Conclusions of 
Law, and for the reasons stated on the record, if any finds that the Department acted in 
accordance with Department and determined the correct amount of Claimant’s Food 
Assistance Program (FAP) eligibility on September 13, 2013. 
 

DECISION AND ORDER 
 
Accordingly, the Department’s decision is AFFIRMED.  
 
 

/s/        
Gary F. Heisler 

Administrative Law Judge 
for Maura Corrigan, Director 

Department of Human Services 
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