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The Food Assistance Program (FAP) [formerly known as the Food Stamp program] is 
established by the Food Stamp Act of 1977, as amended, 7 USC 2011 to 2036a and is 
implemented by the federal regulations contained in 7 CFR 271.1 to 285.5.  The 
Department (formerly known as the Family Independence Agency) administers FAP 
pursuant to MCL 400.10 and Mich Admin Code, R 400.3001 to .3015. 
 
During this hearing Claimant’s Social Security benefits and military pension were 
verified. There were no changes in Claimant’s shelter expense. The financial eligibility 
budget submitted by the Department does not reflect Claimant’s military pension. 
Department of Human Services Bridges Eligibility Manual (BEM) 503 (2013) page 27 
specifies that the gross amount of a military pension is included as unearned income for 
all programs. A detailed analysis of the evidence presented, applicable Department 
policies, and reasoning for the decision are contained in the recorded record. During the 
hearing Claimant was informed of the decision and the reasoning behind the decision. 
 
The Administrative Law Judge, based on the above Findings of Fact and Conclusions of 
Law, and for the reasons stated on the record, if any, finds that the Department did not 
act in accordance with Department policy when it determined the amount of Claimant’s 
Food Assistance Program (FAP) benefits on September 25, 2013. 

 
DECISION AND ORDER 

 
Accordingly, the Department’s decision is REVERSED. 
 

THE DEPARTMENT IS ORDERED TO BEGIN DOING THE FOLLOWING, IN 
ACCORDANCE WITH DEPARTMENT POLICY AND CONSISTENT WITH THIS 
HEARING DECISION, WITHIN 10 DAYS OF THE DATE OF MAILING OF THIS 
DECISION AND ORDER: 

 
1. Re-determine Claimant Food Assistance Program (FAP) eligibility for the period 

beginning October 1, 2013 and include his military pension. 

 
 

/s/        
Gary F. Heisler 

Administrative Law Judge 
for Maura Corrigan, Director 

Department of Human Services 
Date Signed:  11/15/2013 
 
Date Mailed:   11/18/2013 
 
NOTICE OF APPEAL:  The claimant may appeal the Decision and Order to Circuit Court within 30 days 
of the receipt of the Decision and Order or, if a timely Request for Rehearing or Reconsideration was 
made, within 30 days of the receipt date of the Decision and Order of Reconsideration or Rehearing 
Decision. 
 






