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USC 601 to 679c.  The Department (formerly known as the Family Independence 
Agency) administers FIP pursuant to MCL 400.10 and 400.57a and Mich Admin Code, 
R 400.3101 to .3131.   
 
In this case, the information provided by the Office of Child Support (OCS) was more 
confusing than informative. OCS has four separate cases for Claimant. Although 
Claimant has resided in Ingham County continuously, some of the cases were 
transferred to Ionia County and since transferred back to Ingham County. Some of the 
cases have been assigned to three different OCS workers since the initial contact letter 
which started this action was sent out in July 2013. Letters have been sent for more 
than one separate case and the status of the four separate cases has changed since 
the initial contact letter was sent out in July 2013. 
 
Claimant testified that she had multiple letters from OCS about different children and 
that she had called and left information in response to some of the letters.  
 
The evidence in this record does not convince this Administrative Law Judge that 
Claimant did not cooperate with the Office of Child Support.   
 
The Administrative Law Judge, based on the above Findings of Fact and Conclusions of 
Law, and for the reasons stated on the record, if any, finds that the Department failed to 
satisfy its burden of showing that it acted in accordance with Department policy when it 
closed Claimant’s Family Independence Program (FIP) beginning October 1, 2013 for 
failure to cooperate with the Office of Child Support. 
 

DECISION AND ORDER 
 
Accordingly, the Department’s decision is REVERSED. 
 

THE DEPARTMENT IS ORDERED TO BEGIN DOING THE FOLLOWING, IN 
ACCORDANCE WITH DEPARTMENT POLICY AND CONSISTENT WITH THIS 
HEARING DECISION, WITHIN 10 DAYS OF THE DATE OF MAILING OF THIS 
DECISION AND ORDER: 

 
1. Reinstate Claimant’s Family Independence Program (FIP). 

2. Continue to process Claimant’s Family Independence Program (FIP) in 
accordance with Department policy. 

/s/         
Gary F. Heisler 

Administrative Law Judge 
for Maura Corrigan, Director 

Department of Human Services 
Date Signed:  11/18/2013 
 
Date Mailed:   11/19/2013 
 






