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CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 
 

Department policies are contained in the Department of Human Service s Bridges  
Administrative Manual (BAM), Department of Human Services Bridges Eligibility Manual 
(BEM), D epartment of Human Servic es Reference Tables Manual (RFT), and 
Department of Human Services Emergency Relief Manual (ERM).   
 
The Food Assistance Program (FAP) [formerly  known as the Food Stamp program] i s 
established by the Food Stamp Act of 197 7, as amended, 7 US C 2011 to 2036a and is  
implemented by  the federal regulations c ontained in 7 CFR 271. 1 to 285.5.  The  
Department (formerly known as  the Fam ily Independence Agency) administers FAP 
pursuant to MCL 400.10 and Mich Admin Code, R 400.3001 to .3015. 
 
Additionally, an individual convicted of a felony for the use, possession, or distribution of 
controlled substances  two or more time s in separat e periods  will be permanently 
disqualified if both offenses occurred after August 22, 1996.  BEM 203 
 
In this cas e, the Department determined t hat the Claimant’s F AP cas e must close 
because he was not eligible bas ed on having two drug-related felony conv ictions after 
August 22,  1996.  The Claimant testified that the drug-rela ted conviction in 2000 was  
not supposed to be a felony, but ended up bei ng one.  The Claimant stated he did know 
the 2006 drug-related conviction was going to be a felony.   
 
The ev idence was  uncontested that the Claimant has two drug-related felon y 
convictions that occurred in 2000 and 2006.  Accordingly, the Claimant is not eligible for 
FAP due to having two drug-related felony convictions that occurred after August 22,  
1996.   
 
The Administrative Law Judge, based on the above Findings of Fact and Conclusions of 
Law, and for the reasons stated on the record, if any, finds that the Department acted in 
accordance with Department policy when it  closed the Claimant’s  FAP case based on 
criminal disqualification. 

DECISION AND ORDER 
 
Accordingly, the Department’s decision is AFFIRMED.  
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