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4. On September 18, 2013, the Department issued a Notice of Case Action to the 
Claimant s tating, in part, the FAP case was reinstated due to a hearing request 
and the Claimant providing verification of earned inc ome.  The notice stated an 
increased FAP monthly allotment  of $  would start October 1, 2013.  (Exhibit 1,  
pages 1-6)  

5. On October 2, 2013, the Department is sued a Notice of Case Action to the 
Claimant stating the FAP monthly allotment would decrease to $  effective 
November 1, 2013, based on a change in unear ned income.  (E xhibit 1, pages 7-
12) 

6. On October 4, 2013, the Department is sued a Notice of Case Action to the 
Claimant stating the FAP monthly allotment would decrease to $  effective 
November 1, 2013, with no specific reason noted.  (Exhibit 1, pages 13-18) 

7. On October 8, 2013, the Claimant filed a request for heari ng protesting the 
Department’s actions regarding the amount of his F AP benefits.  (Exhibit 1, pages  
2-3) 

 
CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

 
Department policies are contained in the Department of Human Service s Bridges  
Administrative Manual (BAM), Department of Human Services Bridges Eligibility Manual 
(BEM), D epartment of Human Servic es Reference Tables Manual (RFT), and 
Department of Human Services Emergency Relief Manual (ERM).   
 
The Food Assistance Program (FAP) [formerly  known as the Food Stamp program] i s 
established by the Food Stamp Act of 197 7, as amended, 7 USC 2011 to 2036a and is  
implemented by  the federal regulations c ontained in 7 CFR 271. 1 to 285.5.  The  
Department (formerly known as  the Fam ily Independence Agency) administers FAP 
pursuant to MCL 400.10 and Mich Admin Code, R 400.3001 to .3015. 
 
Additionally, in calculating the FAP budge t, the entire amount of  earned and unearned 
countable income is budgeted. Every case is allowed t he standard deduction shown in 
RFT 255.  BEM 550  A shelter expense is allowed when the FAP group has a shelter 
expense or contributes to the shelter expense.  BEM 554   For FAP, the gross amount of 
current SSA-issued SSI is count ed as u nearned inc ome. BEM 503  Bridg es app lies 
policies associated with a FIP rela ted noncompliance and budgets the Last FIP grant 
amount into the FAP budget. The FIP grant is removed from the FAP budget at the end 
of the FIP penalty period.  BEM 233B.   
 
The Eligibility Specialist testified that on August 6, 2013,  the Claimant’s FIP case closed 
due to non-compliance with PATH.  The Elig ibility Specialist explained that the 
Claimant’s FAP budget was re-cal culated to inc lude the la st FIP benefit amount while 
the FIP sanction is served in accordance with the BEM 233B policy.  On August 6,  
2013, the Department issued a No tice of Case Action to the Claimant, in part, stating 
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