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4. On /13, Claimant requested a hearing to dispute her exclusion from the FAP 
benefit determination and to dispute an alleged termination of Medical Assistance 
(MA) eligibility. 

5. Claimant testified that DHS took no action on MA eligibility and that she has no 
dispute concerning MA eligibility. 

 
CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

 
The Food Assistance Program (FAP) [formerly known as the Food Stamp program] is 
established by the Food Stamp Act of 1977, as amended, 7 USC 2011 to 2036a and is 
implemented by the federal regulations contained in 7 CFR 271.1 to 285.5. The 
Department (formerly known as the Family Independence Agency) administers FAP 
pursuant to MCL 400.10 and Mich Admin Code, R 400.3001 to .3015. Department 
policies are contained in the Department of Human Services Bridges Administrative 
Manual (BAM) and Department of Human Services Bridges Eligibility Manual (BEM) 
and Department of Human Services Reference Tables Manual (RFT). 
 
Claimant requested a hearing, in part, to dispute a FAP benefit determination. Claimant 
testified that her dispute was limited to DHS excluding her from the FAP benefit group 
determination. It was not disputed that DHS excluded Claimant based on a criminal 
justice disqualification. 
 
The Michigan Department of Human Services (DHS) routinely matches recipient data 
with other agencies through automated computer data exchanges. BAM 811 (7/2013), 
p. 1. Michigan State Police (MSP) identifies clients who are currently fugitive felons on a 
monthly basis. Id. MSP also identifies when the client is no longer a fugitive felon on a 
daily basis. Id. 
 
Fugitive felons are not eligible for assistance. BEM 204 (7/2013), p. 1. Bridges will 
disqualify the individual as a fugitive felon as long as he or she is subject to arrest under 
an outstanding warrant. Id. A fugitive felon is a person who: 

• Is subject to arrest under an outstanding warrant arising from a felony charge 
against that person (this includes persons charged with felony welfare fraud who 
fail to appear in court). 

• Is subject to arrest under an outstanding warrant for extradition arising from a 
criminal charge against that person in another jurisdiction.  

• Admits to being a fugitive felon. 
Id. 

 
The only evidence presented by DHS to justify the criminal justice disqualification 
against Claimant was that Bridges, the DHS database, indicated that Claimant was a 
fugitive felon. DHS could not identify any of the specifics (e.g. warrant city of origin, date 
of warrant, criminal charge) on the warrant. It would be exceptionally naive to assume 
that all information within Bridges is correct and that DHS should not have to provide 
proof to support criminal justice disqualification. The failure to provide specifics of the 








