


2013-67556/CG 

2 

5. On /13, DHS attempted to adjust Claimant’s FAP eligibility but was not 
successful. 

6. On an unspecified date, DHS submitted a help desk ticket to correct Claimant’s 
FAP eligibility. 

7. On /13, Claimant requested a hearing to dispute her FAP benefit issuance for 
/2013. 

 
CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

 
The Food Assistance Program (FAP) [formerly known as the Food Stamp program] is 
established by the Food Stamp Act of 1977, as amended, 7 USC 2011 to 2036a and is 
implemented by the federal regulations contained in 7 CFR 271.1 to 285.5. The 
Department (formerly known as the Family Independence Agency) administers FAP 
pursuant to MCL 400.10 and Mich Admin Code, R 400.3001 to .3015. Department 
policies are contained in the Department of Human Services Bridges Administrative 
Manual (BAM) and Department of Human Services Bridges Eligibility Manual (BEM) 
and Department of Human Services Reference Tables Manual (RFT). 
 
Claimant requested a hearing to dispute her FAP benefit eligibility from /2013. It was 
not disputed that DHS determined Claimant’s FAP eligibility for /2013 by excluding 
Claimant’s adult son from the determination. 
 
In early /2013, Claimant mistakenly reported to DHS that her adult son left her 
household. Claimant called DHS to report her error on /13. Claimant’s DHS 
specialist assumed that Claimant was entitled to a recalculated FAP benefit 
determination but this can only be authorized if policy allows it.  
 
A member add that increases benefits is effective the month after it is reported or, if the 
new member left another group, the month after the member delete. BEM 550 (7/2013), 
p. 4. Based on DHS policy, Claimant’s reporting date of /13 was early enough to 
affect FAP eligibility for /2013. Accordingly, DHS improperly failed to include 
Claimant’s son in the FAP determination for /2013. 
 

DECISION AND ORDER 
 

The Administrative Law Judge, based upon the above findings of fact and conclusions 
of law, finds that DHS improperly determined Claimant’s FAP eligibility. It is ordered that 
DHS perform the following actions: 

(1) redetermine Claimant’s FAP eligibility, for /2013 only, subject to the finding that 
Claimant’s adult son was timely reported as a household member to affect 
/2013 FAP eligibility; and 

(2) initiate a supplement of any FAP benefits improperly not issued. 
 
 
 






