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(3) On May 8, 2013, Claimant was sent a Notice of Non-Compliance (DHS-2444) 
which scheduled a meeting for May 16, 2013. Claimant was also sent a Notice of 
Case Action (DHS-1605) which stated her Food Assistance Program (FAP) 
benefits would increase on June 1, 2013 but she was removed from the Food 
Assistance Program (FAP) benefit group. 
 

(4) On May 15, 2013, Claimant attended the scheduled meeting. Claimant asserted 
she was fired from . The Department determined there was no good 
cause for her loss of employment. 

 
(5) On May 17, 2013, Claimant submitted a request for hearing about the changes in 

her Food Assistance Program (FAP). 
 

(6) On May 23, 2013, Claimant submitted a withdrawal of the May 17, 2013 hearing 
request.    

  
(7) On June 27, 2013, Claimant submitted a State Emergency Relief (SER) 

application for energy services. The Department sent Claimant a Decision Notice 
State Emergency Relief (DHS-1419) regarding the application. The notice stated 
that Claimant was responsible for a  co-payment toward her non-heat 
electric bill and a  co-payment toward her heat-natural gas bill. 
Claimant’s co-payment was to be verified by July 26, 2013. 

 
(8) On July 1, 2013, Claimant reported she began a new job. 

 
(9) On July 25, 2013, Claimant submitted a request for hearing about her Food 

Assistance Program (FAP) and State Emergency Relief (SER) decision. 
 

(10) On July 26, 2013, Claimant had not provided verification of a  combined 
co-payment so the Department did not make any payment toward Claimant’s 
utility bill. 

    
CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

 
Food Assistance Program (FAP)  
 
The Food Assistance Program (FAP) (formerly known as the Food Stamp (FS) 
program) is established by the Food Stamp Act of 1977, as amended, and is 
implemented by the federal regulations contained in Title 7 of the Code of Federal 
Regulations (CFR).  The Department of Human Services (DHS or department) 
administers the FAP program pursuant to MCL 400.10, et seq., and MAC R 400.3001-
3015.  Department policies are found in the Bridges Administrative Manual (BAM), the 
Bridges Eligibility Manual (BEM) and the Program Reference Manual (PRM). 
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The energy required payment period is the six-month period prior to the month 
the SER group applies for assistance, regardless of previous approvals. It 
applies even if the client has never requested or received SER energy services 
in the past six-months. For example, if the group applies for heating assistance 
on January 13, the required payment period is July through December. 
 
Energy required payments are met if the amounts paid by the group for heating 
fuel and/or electricity equal or exceed the table amounts for the required 
payment period. 
 
Required payments must be met for each month the SER group has an 
obligation to pay for the service. Failure to make required payments may result 
in a shortfall. 

 
Two methods for determining required payments are available. Use the method 
that is most beneficial for the client: 
 
Method 1: Apply only the payments made for the service requested. 
Method 2: Apply payments made for both heat and electricity. 

 
In this case Claimant applied for both heat and electric. Use of either method described 
above requires her to make the co-payments for both heat and electric.   
 

DECISION AND ORDER 
 
The Administrative Law Judge, based upon the above findings of fact and conclusions 
of law, decides the June 1, 2013 closure of Claimant’s Food Assistance Program (FAP) 
is not a hearable issue. 
 
The Administrative Law Judge, based upon the above findings of fact and conclusions 
of law, decides it was proper for the Department of Human Services to not make 
payment in accordance with the June 27, 2013 Decision Notice State Emergency Relief 
(DHS-1419) issued to Claimant. 
 
It is ORDERED that the actions of the Department of Human Services, in this matter, 
are UPHELD.         

      
 /s/      

      Gary F. Heisler 
 Administrative Law Judge 

 for Maura D. Corrigan, Director 
 Department of Human Services 

 
Date Signed:_ 08/30/2013 
 
Date Mailed:_ 09/03/2013 






