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CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 
 
The Medical Assistance (MA) program is established by Title XIX of the Social Security 
Act and is implemented by Title 42 of the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR).  The 
Department of Human Services (DHS or department) administers the MA program 
pursuant to MCL 400.10, et seq., and MCL 400.105.  Department policies are found in 
the Bridges Administrative Manual (BAM), the Bridges Eligibility Manual (BEM) and the 
Program Reference Manual (PRM). 

   
The primary issue involved in denial of this application is ownership of the 5 vehicles. 
The lowest value of the vehicles combined far exceeds the asset limit for Claimant to be 
eligible. Claimant asserts he does not own the vehicles. There is no dispute that the 
Michigan Secretary of State lists Claimant as owner of the vehicles. Claimant asserts he 
must have been the victim of identity theft. Claimant testified that he gave a report to a 
police officer.  
 
The evidence presented does not convince this Administrative Law Judge that the 
Michigan Secretary of State’s records showing Claimant as owner of the vehicles is due 
to identity theft. Regardless of ANY evidence presented in a Department of Human 
Services (DHS) hearing, an Administrative Law Judge conducting DHS hearings does 
not have jurisdiction over determinations made by anyone other than employees of 
DHS. In this case the ownership of the vehicles is a determination made by Michigan 
Secretary of State. Only a District or Circuit Court has authority to determine that the 
Michigan Secretary of State’s records are incorrect.            
 

DECISION AND ORDER 
 
The Administrative Law Judge, based upon the above findings of fact and conclusions 
of law, decides the Department of Human Services properly denied Claimant’s October 
26, 2012, Medical Assistance (MA) application. 
 
It is ORDERED that the actions of the Department of Human Services, in this matter, 
are UPHELD.         

      
 

 /s/      
      Gary F. Heisler 

 Administrative Law Judge 
 for Maura D. Corrigan, Director 
 Department of Human Services 
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