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CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

 
Department policies are contained in the Bridges Administrative Manual (BAM), the 
Bridges Eligibility Manual (BEM), and the Reference Tables Manual (RFT).   
 
The Family Independence Program (FIP) was established pursuant to the Personal 
Responsibility and Work Opportunity Reconciliation Act of 1996, Public Law 104-193, 
42 USC 601, et seq.  The Department (formerly known as the Family Independence 
Agency) administers FIP pursuant to MCL 400.10, et seq., and Mich Admin Code, R 
400.3101 through R 400.3131.  FIP replaced the Aid to Dependent Children (ADC) 
program effective October 1, 1996.   
 
At the hearing, Claimant testified that she had requested a deferral from PATH/JET but 
that this request had been denied when the Medical Review Team (MRT) found 
Claimant able to work with limitations. 
 
Claimant also testified that, at the triage, she presented a letter from her psychiatrist 
recommending that Claimant not work more than 20 hours a week.  This document was 
not presented to the Department prior to the triage held on June 18, 2013. 
 
In the instant case, Claimant first attempted to be deferred totally from work-related 
activities and when that was denied by MRT, she failed to take part in JET because she 
had a letter from her doctor stating that it was recommended that she work no more 
than 20 hours a week.   
 
This Administrative Law Judge finds that Claimant cannot make this decision on her 
own, had not informed the Department of the psychiatrist’s recommendation, and this 
recommendation had not been properly forwarded to MRT for a decision.  BEM 233A 
(January 2013). 
 

DECISION AND ORDER 
 

The Administrative Law Judge, based upon the above Findings of Fact and Conclusions 
of Law, and for the reasons stated on the record, finds that the Department  

 did act properly when it closed Claimant's FIP case effective July 1, 2013.. 
 did not act properly when      . 

 
Accordingly, the Department’s  AMP  FIP  FAP  MA  SDA  CDC decision 
is  AFFIRMED  REVERSED for the reasons stated on the record. 
 
 

__________________________ 
Michael J. Bennane 

Administrative Law Judge 
for Maura Corrigan, Director 

Department of Human Services 
Date Signed:  October 23, 2013 






