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CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 
 

The Family Independence Program (FIP) was established pursuant to the Personal 
Responsibility and Work Opportunity Reconciliation Act of 1996, Public Law 104-193, 
42 USC 601, et seq. The Department (formerly known as the Family Independence 
Agency) administers FIP pursuant to MCL 400.10, et seq., and Mich Admin Code, R 
400.3101 through R 400.3131. FIP replaced the Aid to Dependent Children (ADC) 
program effective October 1, 1996. DHS regulations are found in the Bridges 
Administrative Manual (BAM), the Bridges Eligibility Manual (BEM) and the Reference 
Tables Manual (RFT). 
 
Claimant requested a hearing to dispute a denial of FIP benefits. Neither side could 
verify Claimant’s application date but it was presumed to have been submitted between 

/13- 5/13 because DHS denied FIP benefits to Claimant beginning /13 (see 
Exhibit 1). Clients are eligible for FIP benefits beginning with the FIP benefit pay period 
that contains the 30th day following the application date (see BAM 115).  
 
It was not disputed that the denial was based on an alleged failure by Claimant to verify 
her residence.  For FIP benefit eligibility, DHS is to verify the individual's address, 
unless homeless. BEM 220 (3/2013), p. 5.  
 
DHS conceded that Claimant’s address was verified and that the denial of FIP 
application was improper. Accordingly, it is found that DHS improperly denied 
Claimant’s FIP benefit application. 
 

DECISION AND ORDER 
 
The Administrative Law Judge, based upon the above findings of fact and conclusions 
of law, finds that DHS improperly denied Claimant’s application for FIP benefits. It is 
ordered that DHS: 

(1) reinstate Claimant’s FIP application from an unspecified date between /13 and 
/13; and 

(2) initiate processing of Claimant’s eligibility subject to the finding that Claimant 
timely verified residence. 

The actions taken by DHS are REVERSED. 
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