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CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 
 

The Department of Human Services (DHS) policies are contained in the Bridges 
Administrative Manual (BAM), the Bridges Eligibility Manual (BEM), and the Reference 
Tables Manual (RFT).   
 
The refugee assistance programs (RAP) are federal programs which helps refugees 
and other non U.S. citizens with specified immigration statuses to become self-sufficient 
after their arrival in the U.S. RAP has two components; Refugee Cash Assistance 
(RCA) and Refugee Medical Assistance (RMA).  RCA is a cash program for refugees 
and other non U.S citizens who are not eligible for the Family Independence Program 
(FIP). RMA is a medical program for refugees and other non U.S. citizens who are not 
eligible for other Medicaid (MA) programs. BEM 630 (May 2013)   
 
RCA and/or RMA is available only during the eight months immediately following the 
refugee’s date of entry into the U.S. or date asylum is granted. Month one is the month 
containing date of entry or date of adjustment to refugee status. BEM 630, p. 2. USCIS 
determines an individual's date of entry into the U.S. and enters it on the I-94 or other 
immigration document. This USCIS determination is not subject to the DHS fair hearing 
process. BEM 630, p. 4.  The Department computer system automatically sets the 
redetermination date based on date of entry. It will automatically stop RCA and RMA 
benefits effective the month when the last group member has been in the U.S. for eight 
months from date of entry.  BEM 630, p. 7. 
 
In this case, Claimant received cash assistance under the RCA program as a non-U.S. 
citizen with special immigrant status.  She applied for the program in January 2013 and 
was approved as of February 1, 2013. The redetermination date was set for April 30, 
2013, based on eight months from the date of entry into the U.S. identified on her I-94 
document (September 21, 2012).  As of April 30, 2013, Claimant had been in the U.S. 
for eight months and no longer eligible for the RCA program per policy.  Therefore, the 
Department established it acted in accordance with policy when it closed Claimant’s 
RCA program. 
 
Accordingly, the Department action is UPHELD. 
 
 

DECISION AND ORDER 
 

The Administrative Law Judge, based upon the above Findings of Fact and Conclusions 
of Law, and for the reasons stated on the record, finds that the Department established 
it did act properly when it closed Claimant’s RCA case effective May 1, 2013. 
 
 
 
 
 






