


2013-39510/CG 

2 

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 
 

FIP was e stablished pursuant to the Pers onal Resp onsibility a nd Work Opportunity 
Reconciliation Act of 1996, P ublic Law 104- 193, 8 USC 601, et seq.  DHS administers 
FIP pursuant to MCL 400.10, et seq.,  and MAC R 400.3101-3131. DHS po licies are 
found in the Bridges Administrative Manual (BAM), the Bridges Eligibility Manual (BEM) 
and the Reference Tables Manual (RFT). 
 
 
Claimant requested a hearing to dispute a FIP benefit  terminat ion. It was not disputed 
that the termination was based on  Claimant’s failure to qualify for FIP eligibility after his 
daughter turned 19 years old. 
 
FIP group composition is the determination of whic h indi viduals living together ar e 
included in the FIP el igibility determination group/program group an d the FIP certified 
group. BEM 210 (1/2013), p. 1. To be eligible for FIP, both of the following must be true: 

•  the group must include a dependent c hild who lives with a legal parent,  
stepparent or other qualifying caretaker; and 

• the group cannot inc lude an adult who has accumulated more than 60 T ANF 
funded months, beginning October 1, 1996, or any other time limits in the Family  
Independence Program.  

Id. 
 
Based on the above policy, a d ependent child is a r equirement for FIP el igibility. A 
dependent child is  an unemanci pated child who live s with a c aretaker and is eithe r 
under age 18; or aged 18 and a full-time high school student. Id. 
 
In the present case, DHS termi nated Claimant’s FIP benefit el igibility beginning with the 
month following Claim ant’s daughter’s 19 th birthday. Once Claim ant’s only child in his  
household turned 19, Cla imant did not hav e a dependent ch ild which would justify FIP 
eligibility. Accordingly, the FIP benefit termination was proper. 
 

DECISION AND ORDER 
 

The Administrative Law Judge, based upon t he above findings of fact and conclusion s 
of law, finds that DHS properly terminated Claimant’s FIP benefit e ligibility effective 
5/2013. The actions taken by DHS are AFFIRMED. 
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