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5. On June 14, 2013, the Department sent Claimant a Notice of Case Action notifying 
her that her FAP case closed effective June 1, 2013, because she had failed to 
verify her checking account, savings account, and rent expenses.   

 
6. On June 21, 2013, Claimant filed a request for hearing, disputing the Department's 

action.    
 

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 
 

Department policies are contained in the Department of Human Services Bridges 
Administrative Manual (BAM), Department of Human Services Bridges Eligibility Manual 
(BEM), and Department of Human Services Reference Tables Manual (RFT).   
 
The Food Assistance Program (FAP) [formerly known as the Food Stamp (FS) program] 
is established by the Food Stamp Act of 1977, as amended, and is implemented by the 
federal regulations contained in Title 7 of the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR).  The 
Department (formerly known as the Family Independence Agency) administers FAP 
pursuant to MCL 400.10, et seq., and Mich Admin Code, R 400.3001 through R 
400.3015. 
 
Additionally, Claimant applied for FAP benefits on April 29, 2013, and the Department 
testified that she was approved on May 9, 2013, for expedited FAP benefits.  If the 
Department approves a client for expedited FAP benefits but the client did not provide 
all required verifications at application, the FAP applicant must provide the waived 
verifications by the by the 10th day following the request for such verifications or the 
benefit period will expire at the end of the month.  BAM 117 (July 2011), pp. 4-5.  
 
In this case, the Department became aware that Claimant had checking and savings 
accounts and sent her a VCL on May 9, 2013, requesting documentation concerning the 
accounts as well as her shelter verification by May 20, 2013.  Checking and savings 
accounts are assets.  BEM 400 (January 2013), p. 11.  The Department must verify the 
value of countable assets.  BEM 400, p. 43.  Clients with assets having a value 
exceeding $5,000 are not eligible for FAP benefits.   BEM 400, pp. 3-4.   
 
On June 14, 2013, the Department sent Claimant a Notice of Case Action notifying her 
that her FAP case closed on June 1, 2013, because she failed to provide the requested 
verifications.  At the hearing, Claimant acknowledged receiving the VCL but admitted 
she may not have provided the bank and shelter verifications to the Department.  The 
Department testified that it did not receive any of the requested verifications as of the 
hearing date.  Under these facts, the Department acted in accordance with Department 
policy when it closed Claimant’s FAP case for failure to provide requested verification.     
 

DECISION AND ORDER 
 

The Administrative Law Judge, based upon the above Findings of Fact and Conclusions 
of Law, and for the reasons stated on the record, finds that the Department acted in 






