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5. On 6/14/13, Claimant requested a hearing to dispute the FAP benefit 
determination. 

 
6. Claimant testified that DHS made changes to her FAP eligibility and that her 

only ongoing dispute was the failure by DHS to factor rent expenses in the FAP 
determination from 6/2013. 

 
CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

 
The Food Assistance Program (FAP) [formerly known as the Food Stamp (FS) program] 
is established by the Food Stamp Act of 1977, as amended, and is implemented by the 
federal regulations contained in Title 7 of the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR). The 
Department (formerly known as the Family Independence Agency) administers FAP 
pursuant to MCL 400.10, et seq., and Mich Admin Code, R 400.3001 through R 
400.3015. DHS regulations are found in the Bridges Administrative Manual (BAM), the 
Bridges Eligibility Manual (BEM) and the Reference Tables Manual (RFT). 
 
Claimant requested a hearing to dispute a FAP benefit determination. Claimant testified 
that DHS has since increased her FAP eligibility and that she is generally satisfied with 
the changes. Claimant also testified that she still has a dispute concerning FAP 
eligibility, effective 6/2013, due to the DHS failure to factor her rental expenses. 
 
Claimant testified that she’s had a $450/month rental expense for several years. It was 
not disputed that DHS failed to factor the expense in Claimant’s FAP eligibility since 
6/2013.  
 
DHS contended that Claimant failed to report the rental expense. Clients must report 
changes in circumstance that potentially affect eligibility or benefit amount. BAM 105 
(9/2012), p. 1. Thus, Claimant has an obligation to report a rental expense if she 
expects DHS to budget the rental expense. 
 
Claimant testified that she reported the rental expense obligation to DHS. During the 
hearing, DHS was asked to check for the most recent case evaluation (application, 
semi-annual contact report or redetermination). DHS responded that Claimant 
submitted a Redetermination concerning FAP eligibility for 10/2012. It was not disputed 
that Claimant failed to list any rental expense on the Redetermination. There was no 
evidence that Claimant since reported the rental expense.  
 
Based on the presented evidence, it is found that Claimant most recently reported to 
DHS having no rental expense obligation. Accordingly, DHS had no obligation to budget 
a rental expense in Claimant’s FAP determination. 
 
 
 
 
 






