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CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 
 

Department policies are contained in the Department of Human Services Bridges 
Administrative Manual (BAM), Department of Human Services Bridges Eligibility Manual 
(BEM), and Department of Human Services Reference Tables Manual (RFT).   
 
The Food Assistance Program (FAP) [formerly known as the Food Stamp (FS) program] 
is established by the Food Stamp Act of 1977, as amended, and is implemented by the 
federal regulations contained in Title 7 of the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR).  The 
Department (formerly known as the Family Independence Agency) administers FAP 
pursuant to MCL 400.10, et seq., and Mich Admin Code, R 400.3001 through R 
400.3015. 
 
Additionally, the Department testified that it denied Claimant’s May 28, 2013, FAP 
application, because he was an ineligible student for FAP benefit purposes.  Claimant 
verified at the hearing that he was 46 years old and a full-time student at  

 a vocational, trade, business or technical school that requires a high school 
diploma or equivalency certificate.  Thus, Claimant is in student status for FAP purposes 
and was ineligible for FAP benefits unless he met one of the eligibility criteria in BEM 
245 (October 1, 2012), pp. 2-4.  The evidence at the hearing established that Claimant 
did not fit any of the criteria for FAP eligibility for students under BEM 245.  Thus, the 
Department acted in accordance with Department policy when it denied Claimant’s FAP 
application. 
 

DECISION AND ORDER 
 

The Administrative Law Judge, based upon the above Findings of Fact and Conclusions 
of Law, and for the reasons stated on the record, finds that the Department acted in 
accordance with Department policy when it denied Claimant’s FAP application due to 
ineligible student status. 
 
Accordingly, the Department’s FAP decision is AFFIRMED. 
 
 

__________________________ 
Alice C. Elkin 

Administrative Law Judge 
For Maura Corrigan, Director 

Department of Human Services 
Date Signed:  July 9, 2013 
 
Date Mailed:   July 10, 2013 
 
NOTICE:  Michigan Administrative Hearing System (MAHS) may order a rehearing or 
reconsideration on either its own motion or at the request of a party within 30 days of 
the mailing date of this Decision and Order.  MAHS will not order a rehearing or 






